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a - Abdulla(h) 



Pronouncing the letter A 


See also AE,AEO,AI/AY,AU/AW 


In addition 


The vowel letter a has two main strong pronunciations 


There are other vowel sounds associated with the letter 


linked to spelling:a'short'pronunciation/a5/and a 'long' 


a, e.g.: 


pronunciation /ei/. In the'short' pronunciation, the a is 
usually followed by a consonant which closes the syllable, 
oradouble consonant before another vowel, e.g.; 


Ia:l father /'fa:.aa r / ® /'fcK.SsV 
la: ® ae/ bath /ba:8/ ® /ba59/ 


/d ® a:/ swan /swDn/ ® /swam/ 


tap /txp/ 


h: ® a:, d:/ walk /wa:k/ ® /wo:k/ 


tapping /'tajp.irj/ 


warm /wa:m/ ® /wD:rm/ 


The'long'pronunciation usually means the a is followed 


And, in rare cases: 


by a single consonant and then a vowel,e.g.: 


/e/ many /'men.i/ 


tape /teip/ 
taping /'tei.pirj/ 


In weak syllables 


When there is an r in the spelling, the strong pronunciation is 


The vowel letter a is realised with the vowels lal and /i/in 


one of three possibilities:/a: ® a:r/,/ea ® er/ or lx ® e. 


weak syllables, and may also not be pronounced at all in 


as/, e.g.: 


British English, due to compression, e.g.: 


car /ka: r / (ys) /ka:r/ 


above /a'bAv/ 


care /kea r / (ys) /ker/ 


village /'vil.id3/ 


carry /kasr.i/ (ys) /ker.i, kasr.i/ 


necessary /'nes.a.sri/ ® /-ser.i/ 



a indefinite article: strong form: ei weak 
form: a 

Note: Weak form word. The strong 
form /ei/ is used mainly for contrast 
(e.g. 'This is a solution, but not the 
only one.'). The weak form only 
occurs before consonants, and is 
usually pronounced hi. In rapid 
speech, when /3I is preceded by a 
consonant, it may combine with a 
following III, In/ or hi to produce a 
syllabic consonant (e.g. 'got a light' 
/,gDt.rait ® ,gait .a'lait/; 'get 
another' /,get .n'AO.a 1 " ® -3V). 

a (A) the letter: ei -'s -z 

A-1 .ei'wAn stress shift: ,A-1 con'dition 

A4 ,ei'f ai r ® -'foir siress shift: , A4 
'paper 

AA ,ei'ei stress sftz/f: ,AA pat'rol 
Aachen a:.kon 
aah ai 

Aalborg 'ad.boig ® 'ail.boirg, 'oil- 
aardvark 'a:d.va:k ® 'aird.vairk -s -s 
aardwol|f 'aid.wullf ® 'aird- -ves -vz 
Aarhus 'a: .hus ® 'air-, 'o:r- 
Aaron 'ea.ran® 'er.an, 'aer- 
ab- 35b-, ab- 

Note: Prefix. Examples include 

abnegate /'asb. ni.geit/, in which it 
is stressed, and abduct /ab'dAkt/, 
where it is unstressed. 

ab (A) a:b 

AB .ei'bii 

Abacha a'b&tj.a ® -baitj'- 
aback aback 



Abaco 'aeb.a.kau®-kou 

abacus 'asb.a.kas -es -iz 

Abadan ,35b.a'da:n, -'dasn 

Abaddon a'baed.'n 

abaft a'baift®-'b35ft 

abalone ssb.a'lau.ni® -'lou- 

abandon a'bssn.dan -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 

-ment -mant 
a bas ae'bai ® as-, ai- 
abas|e a'beis -es -iz -ing -irj -ed -t 

-ement -mant 
abash s'btej -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t 
abatable a'bei.ta.bl) ® -ta- -ly -li 
a|bate al'beit -bates -'belts -bating 

-'bei.tin ® -'bei.tin -bated -'bei.tid 

®-'bei.tid-batement/s 

-'beit.mant/s 
abat(t)is 'seb.a.tis, -tii®-a.tis, 

a'bsst.is -es '35b.a.ti.siz®-ti-, 

a'bsst .i.siz alternative plur.: 

'aeb.a.tiiz ® -ti:z, a'baet .iiz 
abattoir 'aeb.a.twai r ®-twa:r, -twoir 

-s -z 

abaxial a'baek.si.al, aeb'ask- 
Abba 'aeb. a 

abbac|y 'asb.a.sli -ies -iz 
Abbado a'ba: .dau ® -ou 
Abbas 'aeb. as, a'bsss 
Abbassid, Abbasid a'bsss. id -s -z 
abbe '35b. ei ® 'ssb.ei, -'- -s -z 
abbess '35b.es, -is ® -as -es -iz 
Abbeville inFrance: 'aeb.viil 
® ( 35b'vi:l in US: 'asb.LVil 
abbey (A) 'aeb.i -s -z 
Abbie 'aeb.i 



abbot (A) '35b. at -s -s 
Abbotsford '3sb.ats.iad®-f^d 
abbotship 'aeb.at.fip -s -s 
Abbott 'asb. at -s -s ,Abbott and 
Cos'tello 

abbreviate a'brii.vil.eit -ates -eits 

-ating -ei.tin ®-ei.tin -ated -ei.tid 

® -ei . t id -ator/s -ei . t a r /z 

®-ei.ta7z 
abbreviation 3,bri:.vi'ei.J 3 n-s -z 
abbreviatory a'brii.vi.a.tri, 

a ( bri:.vi'ei.t 3 r.i® a'brii.vi.a.toir.i 
Abbsacbz 
Abby 'aeb.i 

abc, ABC ,ei.bi:'si: -'s -z 
Abdera aeb'dia.ra®-'dir.a 
abdicant 'aeb.di.kant -s-s 
abdi|cate 'asb.dil.keit -cates -keits 

-eating -kei.tm®-kei. tin -cated 

-kei.tid®-kei.tid-cator/s 

-kei.ta r /z® -kei.t37z 
abdication ^b.di'kei.pn -s -z 
Abdiel '35b.d1al@-di.3l 
abdomen '35b. da. man, -men; 

aeb'dau.man® '35b. da. man, 

aeb'dou--s -z 
abdominal asb'dDm.i.n 3 l, ab-, 

-'dau.mi-®-'dai.ma--ly-i 
abducent ab'dju:.s 3 nt, 35b-® -'du:-, 

-'djui- 

abduct ab'dAkt, 35b- -s -s -ing -in 

-ed -id -or/s -a r /z ® -a7z 
abduction ab'dAk. r 3 n, aeb- -s -z 
Abdul 'aeb.dul 

Abdulla(h) aeb'dAl.a, ab-, -'dul- 
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Abe - -able 



Abbreviations 



The pronunciation of individual abbreviations is not 
predictable and must be treated on a word-by-word basis. 

Examples 

Some good examples of abbreviations which are spoken in 
full are to be found in titles used for people,e.g.: 

Mr /'mis. to 1 / ® /-ta7 

Mrs /'mis.iz/ 

Dr /'dok.ts 1 "/ ® /'daik.taV 

Esq /is'kwaisV (us) /'es.kwaiaV 

However, in some cases,an abbreviation may be pronounced 
the way it is written,e.g.: 

Bros.(Brorhers) /'brAS.az/, /bros/ 

@ /'brAd.a-z/ 
des res (desirable residence) ^dez'rez/ 



Some words or phrases are abbreviated to initial letters. 
In this case, the item may be pronounced as the initial 
letters,or in full. This is not the same as an acronym, in 
which the letters are pronounced as a word (see, for 
example, NATO),e.g.: 

MS (multiple sclerosis; manuscript) ^em'es/ 
NBA (National Basketball Association) /,en.bi:'ei/ 
UCLA (University of California Los Angeles) /ju:.si:.el'ei/ 

Abbreviations derived from Latin words and phrases are 
common, but do not all follow the same pattern, some being 
pronounced in full, some as letters,and some as they are 
spelt, e.g.: 

e.g.(exempli gratia) / l i:'d3i:/ 
etal (etalia) /et'sel/ (us) /-'ail/ 

etc.(efcerera) /it'set.ar.3/ © /-'set.W 

i.e.(/desf) Im'vJ 



Abeeib 
abeam s'biim 

abecedarian .ei.bii.sii'des.ri.an 

®-'der.i- 
a Becket o'bek.it 
abed o'bed 

Abednego ajb.cd'ni:.gou, 

s'bed.ni.gsu ® -gou 
Abel 'ei.b=l 

Abelard 'aeb.g.knd, '-i-®-la:rd 
Abelmeholah ,ei.b 3 l.mi'hau.l9, -ms'- 
®-'hou- 

Abenaki ,aeb.3'na3k.i® ^i.bg'nai.ki, 

,aeb.3'-, -'naek.i-s -z 
Aberavon 1 aeb.3'ra;v. ! 'n®-3»-'aev- 
Abercanaid .ajb.a'kaen.aid® r zi~ 
Abercarn .aeb.a'kaincusj-^'kairn 
Abercon way , asb . s 'krai . wei ® -a 1 ' kain- 
Aberconwy l ceb.a'kDn.wi®-3''kQin- 
Abercorn 'a3b.9.kom®-3\kDirn 
Abercrombie, Abercromby 

'aeb.s.krDm.bi, -krAm-, 

,aEb.3'krDm.bi, -'krAm- 

® -a\kra:m-, -a^'kraim- 
Aberdare ,aeb.9'de9 r ®-3 l 'der 
Aberdeen ^b.g'dim®-*'- -shire -J3 r , 

-Ji3 T ® -J"a\ -,Jir stress shift: 

, Aberdeen 'station 
Aberdonian .ajb.o'dou.ni.on 

®-3 L 'dou- -s -z 
Aberdour ,a5b.9'dau3 r ®-3 1 'dau3 l 
Aberdovey ,asb.a'dAv.i ® 
Aberfan .aeb.g'vaen®-*'- 
Abergavenny place: .aeb.a.gs'ven.i 

® -3^'- family name: ,asb.a'gen.i 

®-3 J - 

Abergele ^b.g'gel.i®-^'- 
Aberkenfig ^b.s'ken.fig®-*'- 



Abernathy ,a2b.9'nae9.i® 'sb.asnasG- 
Abernethy .asb.a'neG.i, -'ni:.9i 

® 'seb.a^'neB.i 
aberran|t aeb'er.'nlt, s'ber-; 

'aeb.g.rtilt -ce-fs -cy-f.si 
aber|rate 'aeb.gl.reit -rates -reits 

-rating -rei.tirj ®-rei.tirj -rated 

-rei.tid®-rei.tid 
aberration ^b.g'rei.p'n-s -z 
Abersychan .aeb.g'sik.sn®-*'- 
Abert 'ei.b3it, -bat © -b^it, -bart 
Abertillery .aeb.s.ti'les.ri, -ts'- 

®-a^.ta'ler.i 
Abertridwr ,a;b.a'trid.u3 r ®-ur 
Aberystwyth ,a;b.3'ris.rwi8 
a|bet al 'bet -bets -'bets -betting 

-'bet. in ® -'bet .in -betted -'bet. id 

®-'bet .id-bettor/s-'bet.3 r /z 

® -'bet .aVz -betment -'bet.msnt 
abeyance o'bci.onfs 
abhor sb'hs: 1 , 9'boi r ® aeb'hoir, gb- -s 

-z -ring -in -red -d -rer/s -3 T /z ® -aVz 
abhorren|ce ab'fror.'nlrs, a'bor- 

® aeb'hair-, sb- -t -t 
Abia biblical name: a'bai.9 city: 'aeb.i.s 
Abiathar a'bai.3.03 r ® -0a 1 
abid|e g'baid -es -z -ing -in -ed -id 

abode 3'b3ud®-'boud 
Abidjan ,aeb.i:'d3a:n, -1'- 
abigail (A) 'aeb.i.geil -s -z 
Abilene in Syria: .aeb.i'lii.ni, -s'- in US: 

'aeb.3.1i:n 
abilit|y s'bil.a.t li, -i.t li ® -a. t li -ies -iz 
-ability -s'bil.a.ti, -i.ti®-a.ti 
Note: Suffix. Words containing -ability 

always exhibit primary stress as 

shown above, e.g. capability 

/.kei.ps'bil.a.ti® -3.ti7. 



Abimelech o'bim.o.lek 
Abingdon 'seb.in.don 
Abinger l a;b.m.d33 r ®-d33 i 
Abington 'a2b.1n.ton 
ab initio .aeb.i'nif.i.gu, -a'-, -'nis- 
®-ou 

abiogenesis ,ei.bai.3u'd3en.9.sis, '-1- 

®-ou'- 
Abiola ( aeb.i J 3u.l3®-'ou- 
abiotic ,ei.bai'Dt.ik®-'ai.tik 
abject 'aeb.d3ekt ® 'a?b.d3ekt, -'- 

-ly -li-ness -nas, -nis 
abjection aeb'd3ek. f 3 n 
abjudi|cate aeb'd3u:.dil .keit, sb- 

®-da- -cates -keits -eating -kei.tirj 

®-kei.tin -cated -kei.tid 

®-kei.tid 
abjuration ,aeb.d3u'rei.J^n, -d33'-, 

-d3ua'- ® -d33'-, -d3u'- -s -z 
abjur|e 3b'd3U3 r , asb-, -'d3o: r ® -'d3ur 

-es -z -ing -in -ed -d -er/s -9 r /z ® -aVz 
ablat|e 9'bleit, aeb'leit, ,aeb'leit -es -s 

-ing -in ® ,a;b'lei.tin -ed -id 

® ,a3b'lei.tid 
ablation a'blei.J 3 n, aeb'lei-® ,aeb- 
ablatival '2eb.la'tai.v 3 l 
ablative 'aeb.ta.tiv ® -t iv -s -z 
ablaut 'seb.laut -s-s 
ablaze o'bleiz 

ab|le 'ei.bll -ler -1.3 r , -ta r © -\,&, -l?t 

-lest -Last, -last, -List, -list -ly-l.i, -li 
-able -a.bl 

Note: Suffix. Does not normally affect 
stress patterning, e.g. knowledge 
/'nDl.id3 ® 'na:.lid3/, 
knowledgeable /'nt)l.i.d39.bl 
® 'nai.li-/; rely /ri'lai/, reliable 
/ri'lai.s.bl/. In some cases, however, 
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able-bodied - absurdjism 



the stress patterning may change, 
e.g. admire /ad'maia r ® -'maiaV, 
admirable /'2ed.m 3 r. a. bl/. 

able-bodied ci.bl'bDd.icI 

® 'ei.bl,bai.did, ,ei.bl'ba:- stress 
shift, British only: ,able-bodied 
'person 

Ablett 'asb.lat, -lit 

ablution a'blu: . J 3 n -s -z 

-ably -a.bli 

Note: Suffix. Behaves as -able above. 
Abnaki asb'nsek.i ® -'nai.ki -s -z 
abneg|ate 'asb.m.gleit, -negl.eit, 

-na.gleit -ates -eits -ating -ei.tin 

® -ei.tin -ated -ei.tid®-ei.tid 
abnegation ,aeb.ni'gei. f 3 n, -neg'ei-, 

-na'gei- -s -z 
Abner 'asb.na'^-na'- 
abnormal aeb'nai .m 3 l, ab- ® -'nair- 

-ly-i 

abnormality .aeb.nai'mael.a.tli, -i.tli 

® -nair'mael.a. t li -ies -iz 
abnormit|y aeb'nai. ma. tli, ab-, -mi- 

® -'noir.ma. t li -ies -iz 
abo 'aeb.au ®-ou -s-z 
ABO ^i.bii'aucysj-'ou 
aboard a'baid®-'ba:rd 
abode a'baud ® -'boud -s -z 
abolish a'brd.i f ® -'bai.h f -es -iz -ing 

-in -ed -t -er/s -a r /z ® -a»/z 
abolition .aeb.a'hf.'n-s -z 
abolition|ism ,aeb.a'rir. 3 nl.i.z 3 m 

-ist/s -ist/s 
abomas|um ,aEb.ao'mei.sl 3 m®-ou'- 

-a -a 

A-bomb 'ei,bDm ® -,ba:m -s -z 
abominab|le a'bmn.i.na.bll, - 3 n.a- 

® -'ba: .mi- -ly -li -leness -l.nas, -nis 
abomi|nate s bnm.i neit. '-a- 

® -'ba: .mi- -nates -neits -nating 

-nei.tin ®-nei.tin -nated -nei.tid 

®-nei.tid 
abomination a,bDm.i'nei. f 3 n, -a'- 

®-,ba:.mi'--s -z 
a bon marche ae^ai.mai' Jei, -,bpn- 

©^bSun.mair'- 
aboriginal (A) ,aeb.a'nd3. 3 n. 3 l, -i.n'l -s 

-z -ly -i 

aborigine (A) ,a;b.a'rid3. 3 n.i, -i.ni -s -z 
a|bort al 'bait ® -'bart -borts -'baits 

® -'bairts -borting -'ba: .tin 

® -'bair.tm -borted -'bai.tid 

®-'bair.tid 
aborticide a'bsi.ti. said ® -'bair.t a- 
abortifacient a,ba:.ti'fei. fi.ant, -f 3 nt 

®-,bo:r.t3'- 
abortion a'bai.pn®-'ba:r- -s -z -ist/s 

-ist/s 

abortive a'ba:.tiv®-'ba:r.tiv -ly -li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
Aboukir ,aeb.u:'kia r , -u'- ® -'kir 
abound a'baund -s -z -ing -in -ed -id 



about a'baut 

about-fac|e a,baut'feis -es -iz -ing -in 
-ed -d 

about-turn 9,baut 't3in ® -'t»m -s -z 
above a'bAv 
above-board a,bAv'ba:d 

® a'bAv.ba:rd 
aboveground a,bAv'graund 

® s'bAv.graund 
above-mentioned 9,bAv'men.rJ 3 nd 

® -'ment. J" 3 nd stress shift: 

a,bove-mentioned 'person 
ab ovo l aeb'au.vau®-'ou.vou 
abracadabra ,3eb.ra.ka'd3eb.ra -s -z 
abrad|e a'breid -es -z -ing -in -ed -id 
Abraham 'ei.bra.haem, -ham as a 

biblical name in Britain often also: 

'ai- 

Abrahams 'ei.bra.haemz 

Abram 'ei.bram, -braem as a biblical 

name in Britain often also: 'o:- 
abranchi|al ,ei'braen.kil.al, a'braen-, 

aeb'raen--ate -eit, -at 
abrasion a'brei.3 3 n -s -z 
abrasive a'brei.siv, -ziv -ly -li -s -z 
abreact ,aeb.ri'aekt -s -s -ing -in -ed -id 
abreaction ,aeb.ri'aek.J 3 n 
abreast a'brest 

abridg|e a'bnd3 -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
abridgement a'brid3.mant -s -s 
abroad a'braid ® -'bra:d, -'braid 
abro|gate 'aeb.raul .geit ® -ra- -gates 
-geits -gating -gei.tin ® -gei. t in 
-gated -gei.tid®-gei.tid 
abrogation ,aeb.rau'gei.r 3 n®-ra'- 

-s -z 
A'Brook a'bruk 

abrupt a'brApt -er -a r ® -<s- -est -ast, 

-ist -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
abruption a'brAp.r 3 n 
Abruzzi a'brut.si, -bruit- 
Absalom aeb.s 3 l.am 
abscess 'aeb.ses, -sis -es -iz 
abscis|e aeb'saiz, ab- -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed -d 
abscisin aeb'sis.in 
absciss|a aeb'sisl.a, ab- -ae -i -as -az 
abscission aeb'si J\ 3 n, -'S13- -s -z 
abscond aeb'skmid, ab-® -'skamd -s 

-z -ing -in -ed -id -er/s -a r /z ® -a-lz 
Abse 'aeb.si, -zi 

abseil 'aeb.seil, -sail -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 

absenc|e 'aeb.s 3 nts -es -iz 

absent (adj.) 'aeb.s 3 nt -ly -li absent 
without leave 

ab|sent (v.) aebl'sent, ab- -sents -'sents 
-senting -'sen. tin ® -'sen. tin 
-sented -'sen. t id ® -'sen. t id 

absentee ,3eb.s 3 n'tii, -sen'- -s -z -ism 
-i.z 3 m stress shift, see compounds: 
.absentee ballot; absentee 
landlord 



absentia aeb'sen.ti.a, -a:, -'senf.Jl- 

® -'sent, fa, '-Ji.a 
absent-minded ,aeb.s 3 nt'mam.did-ly 

-li -ness -nas, -nis stress shift: 

,absent-minded 'person 
absinth(e) 'aeb.saeB, -sm(0 
absolut|e ,aeb.sa'luit, -ljuit, 

'aeb.s 3 l.uit, -ju:t ® ( aeb.sa'lu:t, ' — 

-es -s -est -ast, -ist -ness -nas, -nis 
absolutely ,a;b.sa'luit.li, -'lju:t- 

® ,2eb.sa'lu:t-, 'aeb.sa.lu:t- stress 

shift: absolutely 'fabulous 
absolution ,aeb.sa'lu:. f 3 n, -'lju:- 

®-'lu:--s -z 
absolut|ism 'aeb.s 3 l.u:.tli.z 3 m, -ju:- 

® -sa.lu: . 1 1 1- -ist/s -ist/s 
absolutive ,£eb.sa'lu:.tiv, -'lju:- 

®-'lu:.tiv 
absolv|e ab'zDlv, -'sDlv®-'za:/v, 

-'saiiv, -'zaiA', -'saiiv -es -z -ing -in 

-ed -d -er/s -a r /z ® -3V2 
absorb ab'zaib, -'saib ® -'sairb, 

-'zairb -s -z -ed -d -edly -id.li, -ad.li 

-able -a.bl 
absorbency ab'zai.banf.si, -'sa:- 

®-'sa:r-, -'zair- 
absorbent ab'zai.bant, -'sai- ® -'sair-, 

-'zair--ly -li 
absorbing ab'zai.bin, -'sa:- ® -'sair-, 

-'zair--ly -li 
absorbing ab'zai.bin, -'sa:-®-'sair-, 

-'zair--ly -li 
absorption ab'zaip. f 3 n, -'saip- 

®-'sa:rp-, -'zairp- 
absorptive ab'zaip. tiv, -'saip- 

®-'sa:rp-, -'zairp- 
abstain aeb'stem, ab- -s -z -ing -in -ed 

-d -er/s -a r /z ® -aVz 
abstemious aeb'stii.mi.as, ab- -ly -li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
abstention aeb'sten.f f 3 n, ab- 

® -'stent, p'n -s-z 
abstergent aeb'st3i.d3 3 nt, ab- 

®-'st3M--S-S 

abstinence 'aeb.sti.nanlfs, -sta- -t -t 
abstract (n. adj.) 'aeb.straekt -s -s 
abstract (v.) aeb'straekt, ab--s -s -ing -in 

-ed/ly -id/li 
abstraction aeb'straek. f 3 n, ab- -s -z 
abstraction|ism ajb'strsk. J" 3 nl.i.z 3 m, 

ab- -ist/s -ist/s 
abstractly 'aeb.stra2kfl.li, ab'straskf-, 

aeb'--ness -nas, -nis 
abstrict ab'stnkt, aeb- -s -s -ing -in 

-ed -id 

abstriction ab'strik.f 3 n, £eb- 
abstruse aeb'struis, ab- -ly -li -ness 

-nas, -nis 

absurd ab'z3id, -'S3id®-'s3<-:d, -'zyid 
-est -ist, -ast -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 

absurd|ism ab'z3i.dli.z 3 m, -'s3i- 
®-'s3 v i-, -'z^:- -ist -ist 
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absurditjy - accessit 



Accent 



Accent may refer to prominence given to a syllable 
(see STRESs),or to a particular way of pronouncing. 
This panel concentrates on the latter definition. 

Examples for English 

Speakers may share the same grammar and vocabulary, 
but pronounce what they say with different accents. 
In Britain, for example,there are accents such as Scots, 
Cockney (in London), and Scouse (in Liverpool), and in the 
United States the New Yorkaccent differs considerably from 
that commonly heard in Texas. There are also different world 
standard English accents,such as British, American, 
Australian, Indian or Singaporean. 



Major differences between British and US English include the 
vowel in words such as g/oss,the use of a flapped III in words 
like buffer.and the fact that US English isRHOTic while British 
English is non-rhotic,that is,anr in the spelling is always 
pronounced in US English, but only where a vowel follows in 
British English, e.g.: 

glass /gla:s/ ® /glass/ 

butter /'bAt.s 1 "/ ® /'bAt.sV 
car /ka: r / ® /kair/ 

More information on the accents chosen to represent British 
and American English is given on pp xx. 



absurdity ab'z3:.da.tli, -'S3:-, -di- 

®-'ssM.da.t li, -'Z3 1 -:- -ies -iz 
ABTA 'aeb.ta 
Abu 'ai.bui, 'asb.u: 
Abu Dhabi ,aeb.u:'dai.bi, ,a:.bu:-, 

-'dasb.i® ,a:.bu:'dQ:.bi 
Abuja o'bu:.d30 
abulia a'bm.li.a, ei-, -'bju:- 
abundance a'bAn.danfs 
abundant a'bAn.dant -ly -li 
Abu Nidal .aeb.ui.nii'dail, ,a:.bui-, 

-'dasl® ,a:.bu:- 
Abury 'ei.b 3 r.i®-ber-, -ba 1 - 
abus|e (n.) a'bjuis -es -iz 
abus|e (u) a'bjuiz -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 

-er/s -a r /z ® -a7z 
Abu Simbel ^b.ui'sim.b 3 !, -bel 

® ( ai.bu:'- 
abusive a'bjui.siv, -ziv -ly -II -ness 

-nas, -nis 
a|but al'bAt -buts -'bAts -butting 

-'bAt. in ® -'bAt .m -butted -'bAt.id 

®-'bAt.id-buttal-'bAt. 3 l®-'bAt. 3 l 
abutilon a'bjui.ti.lan, -ron®-ta.lam, 

-lan -s -z 
abutment a'bAt.mant -s -s 
aabutter a'bAt .a r ® -'bAt .<? -s -z 
abuzz s'bAz 

Abydos a'bai.dDS, -das; 'aeb.i.dDS 

® a'bai.dais; 'asb.i- 
abysm a'biz. 3 m -s -z 
abysmal a'biz.m 3 l-ly -i 
abyss a'bis -es -iz 
abyssal a'bis. 3 l 

Abyssini|a ,a;b.i'sm.il.a, -a'- -an/s -an/z 
a/c (abbreu. for account,) a'kaunt 
AC (US abbreu. for air conditioning), 

a/c ,ei'sii 
-ac -aek, -ak 

Note: Suffix. Does not normally affect 
stress patterning, e.g. mania, 
/'mei.ni.a/, maniac /'mei.ni.aek/. 



acacia a'kei.Ja, '-si. 9® '-fa -s -z 
academe (A) 'ask.a.diim 
academia ,aek.a'dii.mi.a 
academic ^k.a'dem.ik-s-ss/ress 

shift, see compound: academic 'year 
academic|al ,ask.a'dem.i.kl 3 l -als - 3 lz 

-ally- 3 l.i,-li 
academician a,kaed.a'mif. 3 n, 

^k.a.da 1 -, -di'-® ,32k. 3-, a,kaed- 

-s -z 

academicism ,aek.a'dem.i.si.z 3 m, '-a- 
academism a'kaed.a.mi.z 3 m 
academ|y a'kasd.a.mli -ies -iz 

A.cademy Award 
Acadi|a a'kei.dil .3 -an/s -an/z 
acajou 'ask.a^u: -s -z 
acanth|oid a'kaenf .61 aid -ous -as 
acanth|us a'kasnf.Blas -i -ai -uses -a.siz 

-ine -am 

a cap(p)ella .ae.ka'pel.a, -kaep'el- 

® ,ai.ka'pel- 
Acapulco ^k.a'pul.kau 

® ,aek.a'puil.kou, ,a:.ka'-, -'pul- 
acarid 'aek. 3 r.id-s -z 
acarolog|y .sek.s'nd.s.dsli ® -'rcu.la- 

-ist/s -ist/s 
acarpel(l)ous ,ei'kai.p 3 l.as ® -'ka:r- 
acarpous ,ei'ka:.pas ® -'ka:r- 
ACAS.Acas 'ci,kass 
acatalectic ^i.kaet.a'lek.tik, a,kast- 

® -kaet .3'- -s-s stress shift: 

t acatalectic 'verse, a,catalectic 

'verse 

acatalepsy ,ei'kaet.a.lep.si, a'kaet- 

®-'kaet.a- 
acataleptic ,ei.kast.a'lep.tik, a,kaet- 

®-kaet.a'- 
Accad 'ask.asd 

Accadi|a a'kei.dil. a, aek'ei- -an/s -an/z 
acced|e ak'siid, aek- -es -z -ing -in -ed 

-id -er/s -a r /z ® -&lz 
accelerando aek^el.a'raen.dau, ak-, 



a.tjel- ® -'rain.dou 
accelerant ak'sel.a.r 3 nt, aek-® -3-. ant 
-s -s 

accelerate ak'sel.al.reit, aek- -rates 

-reits -rating -rei.tin ® -rei.tin 

-rated -rei .tid ® -rei . t id 
acceleration ak,sel.a'rei. f 3 n, ask- -s -z 
accelerative ak'sel.a.ra.tiv, ask- 

®-a\a.tiv 
accelerator ak'sel.a.rei.ta 1 ", ask- ® -t a 1 

-s -z 

accelerometer ak,sel.a'rDm.i.ta r , ask-, 

l -a-®-'ra:.ma.t3 1 --s -z 
accent (n.) 'aek. s 3 nt ® -sent -s -s 
ac|cent (v.) akl'sent, aek-® aek-, ak- 

-cents -'sents -centing -'sen. tin 

®-'sen.tin -cented -'sen.tid 

®-'sen.tid 
accentual ak'sen.t fu.al, 33k-, -tju- 

-ly-i 

accentuate ak'sen.t Ju.eit, aek-, -tju- 

-ates -eits -ating -ei.tm ®-ei.tm 

-ated -ei.tid®-ei.tid 
accentuation ak,sen.t Ju'ei. f 3 n, ask-, 

-tju'--s -z 
accept ak'sept, aek- -s -s -ing -in -ed -id 

-er/s -a r /z ® -a7z -or/s -a r /z ® -aVz 
acceptability ak,sep.ta'bil.a.ti, ask-, 

-i.ti®-a.ti 
acceptable ak'sep.ta.bll, aek- -ly -li 

-leness -l.nas, -nis 
acceptanc|e ak'sep.tanrs, ask- -es -iz 
acceptant ak'sep.t 3 nt, aek- -s -s 
acceptation 1 aek.sep'tei.f 3 n-s-z 
access (A®) 'aek.ses -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed-t 

accessar|y ak'ses. 3 rl .i, aek- -ies -iz 
accessibility ak.ses.a'bil.a.ti, aek-, -1'-, 

-i.ti®-a.ti 
accessible ak'ses.a.bl, ask-, '-1- 
accession ak'sef. 3 n, aek- -s -z 
accessit aek'ses.it, ak- -s-s 
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accessorizje - a cheval 



accessoriz|e, -is|e ak'scs. 3 r.aiz 

® -a.raiz -es -iz -ing -irj -ed -d 
accessory ak'ses. 3 rl.i, aek--ies -iz 
acciaccatur|a a,t Jajk.a'toa.rla 

® a: ,t Jai.ka'turl .a -as -az -e -ei, -i: 
accidence 'aek.si.d 3 nrs, -sa- 
accident 'aek.si.d 3 nt, -sa- -s -s 

'accident-prone 
accidental ,aek.si'den.t 3 l, -sa'-®-t 3 l 

-ly-i 

accidia aek'sid.i.3 
accidie 'aek.si.di, -sa- 
accipiter aek'sip.i.ta r , ak-, -a.ta T 

®-3.t2*-S -Z 

acclaim a'kleim -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
acclamation .aek.la'mei. J" 3 n -s -z 
acclamatory a'klaem.a.t 3 r.i ® -a.tair.i 
acclimatation a,klai.ma'tei.J' 3 n 
acclima|te 'aek.li.meilt, -la-; 

a'klai.malt ® 'aek.la.meilt; 

a'klai.malt -tes -ts -ting -tin ® -tin 

-ted-tid®-tid 
acclimation ,SBk.h'mei.J*n 
acclimatization, -isa- 

a,klai.ma.tai'zei. P 3 n, -ti'-® -ta 1 - 
acclimatiz|e, -is|e a'klai.ma.taiz, -mi- 

-es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
acclivit|y a'khv.a.tli, ask'liv-, -it li 

®-ti-ies -iz 
accolade 'aek.a.leid, -s -z 
accommodate o'krjm.o .dcit 

® -'ka: .ma- -dates -deits -dated 

-de . t id ® -del . t id -dator/s 

-dei .t a r /z ® -dei . t aVz -dative/ly 

-del .t iv/li ® -dei . t iv/li 
accommodating a'kmn.a.dei.tin 

® a'kai.ma.dei.tin -ly -li 
accommodation a.kDm.s'dei.J^n 

®a ( kai.ma'--s -z 
accompaniment a'kAm.p 3 n.i.mant -s -s 
accompanist a'kAm.pa.nist -s -s 
accompan|y a'kAm.pa.nli -ies -iz -ying 

-i.in -ied -id-yist/s -i.ists -ier/s -i.a r /z 

®-i.aVz 
accomplic|e a'kAm.plis, -'kDm- 

® -'ka:m-, -'kAm- -es -iz 
accomplish a'kAm.phT, -'kran- 

® -'ka:m-, -'kAm- -es -iz -ing -in. 

-ed-t 

accomplishment a'kAm.pliJ'.mant, 
-'kDm- ® -'kaim-, -'kAm- -s -s 

accord a'kaid ® -'kaird -ed -id -ing -in 
-s -z 

accordance a'ka:.d 3 nl ts ® -'kair- -t -t 
according a'kai.dm ® -'kair- -ly -1L 
accordion a'kai.di.an ® -'kair- -s -z 
accost a'kDst ® -'ka:st -s -s -ing -irj 
-ed -id 

accouchement a'ku: r.ma:i;®-maint, 

,aek.u: f'mai 
accoucheur ,ask.u:'j3; r , s'kui.Jai* 

® ,aek.u:' Jsm -s -z 



accoucheus|e ,aek.ui' J3:z, a'ku:. J3:z 

® ( aek.ui'J"3iz -es -iz 
ac|count al'kaunt -counts -'kaunts 

-counting -'kaun.tm ® -'kaun.tm 

-counted -'kaun.tid®-'kaun.tid 

a ccount book 
accountability a,kaun.ta'bil.a.ti, -i.ti 

®-ta'bil.a.ti 
accountab|le a'kaun.ta.bll®-ta- 

-ly -li -leness -l.nas, -nis 
accountancy a'kaun.tanr.si ® -t ant- 
accountant a'kaun.tant -s -s 
accout |er a'ku: . 1 1 a 1 ® -t 1 3- -ers -az 

® -s-z -ering - 3 r.ir) -ered -ad ® -a»d 

-erment/s -a.mant/s ® -?t~ 
accout|re a'ku:.tla r ® a'km.t la 1 -res 

-az -ring - 3 r.irj -red -ad®-3nl 

-rement/s -ra.mant/s, -a.mant/s 

®-3\mant/s 
Accra a'kra:, aek'ra: 
accredit a'kredl. it -its -its -iting -i.tirj 

®-i.tirj -ited -i.tid®-i.tid 
accreditation 3 l kred.i l tei.J a n®-3'- 
accre|te s'krii It, ask'riilt -tes -ts -ting 

-tm®-tirj -ted -tid®-tid 
accretion a'krh.J^n, aek'ri:- -s -z 
accretive a'kri:.trv, aek'ri:- 

® s'krii.tiv 
Accrington 'ask.rm.tan 
accrual s'krui.sl, -'krual®-'kru:.al 
accru|e a'kru: -es -z -ing -irj -ed -d 
accruement a'kru: .mant 
accultur|ate a'kAl.t frl .eit, aek' a1- 

®-t Ja.rleit -ates -eits -ating -ei.tirj 

® -ei.tirj -ated -ei.tid®-ei.tid 
acculturation a,kAl.t J" 3 r'ei. f 3 n, aek,Al- 

®-tfa'rei- 
accumben|t a'kAm.banlt -cy-t.si 
accumulate a'kjui.mjal .leit, -mju- 

-lates -leits -lating -lei. tin 

®-lei.tin -lated -lei.tid®-lei.tid 

-lator/s -lei.ta r /z ® -lei. t »/z 
accumulation a,kju:.mja'lei. f 3 n, 

-mju'- -s -z 
accumulative a'kjui.mja.la.tiv, -mju- 

®-tiv 

accuracy '2ek.j3.r3. si, -ju-®-ja^.a-, 
-ju.ra- 

accurate 'aek.j3.r3t, -ju-, -rit ® -j3\at, 
-ju.rat, -nt -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 

accursed 3'k3i.sid, -'k3:st ® a'k^ist, 
-'k^.sad, 3'k3ist -ly -li 

accusal a'kju:.z 3 l -s -z 

accusation ,aek. ju'zei. j" 3 n, -ja'- -s -z 

accusatival 3,kjui.z3'tai.v 3 l 

accusative a'kjui.za.tiv® -t iv -s -z 

accusativity 3,kju:.z3'tiv.3.ti, -i.ti 
®-3.ti 

accusatory a'kju: .za.t 3 r.i, ,aek. ju'zei-, 
-ja'-, -tri® a'kju:. za.ta:r.i 

accus|e 3'kju:z -es -iz -ing/ly -irj/li -ed 
-d -er/s -3 r /z ® -sr-lz 



accustom a'kAs.tam -s -z -ing -irj 

-ed/ness -d/nas, -nis 
AC/DC ,ei.si:'di:.si: 
ac|eeis-es-iz 
acedia a'sn.di.a 
Aceldama a'kel.da.ma, -'sel-; 

, aek . el' da: - ® a ' sel . da- 
-aceous -'ei.Jas, -'ei.Ji.as 
Note: Suffix. Words containing 

-aceous always exhibit primary 

stress as shown above, e.g. 

herbaceous /h3: 'bei. fas ® haW. 
acephalous a'sef . 3 l.as, ,ei-, -'kef- 

® ei'sef-, a- 
acequia a'sei.ki.a, -'sii- -s -z 
acer|bate 'aes.a. Ibeit ® -bates 

-belts -bating -bei.tin ® -bei.tin 

-bated -bei.tid® -bei.tid 
acerbic a's3:.bik, aes'3:-® a's^:- 

-ally- 3 l.i,-li 
acerbity a's3: .ba.W, -bi- ® a's^i.bs. t i 
Acestes s'ses.tiiz, -'kes- 
acetabul|um ^s.i'tasb.js.llam, -ju- 

-ums -amz -a -a -ar -a* ® -3- 
acetaldehyde ,aes.i'tael.di.haid, -da- 
acetaminophen D,si:.ta'mm.o.fan 

® .aes.i.ta'-; a,sii.ta'-, -,set .a'- 
acetate 'ass.i.teit, '-a- -s-s 
acetic a' si:, tik, aes'ii-, -'et.ik 

® a'sii.tik a,cetic 'acid 
acetif|y a'sii.ti.f lai, aes'ii-, -'set.i- 

®-'set .a- -ies -aiz -ying -ai.irj 

-ied -aid 
acetin 'aes.a.tm, '-i-®-tin 
acetone 'a^s.i.taun, '-a-®-toun 
acetose 'aes.i.taus, '-a-, -tauz®-tous 
acetous 'ass.i.tas, '-a-® 'aes.i.tas; 

a'si:- 

acetuma'sii.tam®-tam 

acetyl 'aes.i.tail, '-a-, -til; a'si:-, -tail 

® 'aes.a.t 3 l, -till; a'si:.t 3 l 
acetyl|ate a'set.i.lleit, - 3 ll.eit 

® -'set .a.lleit, -'sii. t a- -ates -eits 

-ating -ei.tirj ®-ei.tirj -ated -ei.tid 

®-ei.tid 
acetylation a,set.i'lei.J" 3 n, - 3 l'ei- 

®-,set.a'lei- 
acetylcholine ,aes.i.tail'kau.li:n, ,-a- 

® a,si:.t 3 rkou-, -,set. 3 l'-; ,aes.a.t 3 l'- 
acetylene a'set.i.lim, - 3 l.i:n 

®-'set.a.liin 
Achae|a a'kiil.a -an/s -an/z 
Achaia a'kai.a 

Achates a'kei.tiiz, -'kai- ® -t i:z 
ach|e eik -es -s -ing/ly -irj/li -ed -t -er/s 

-a r /z ® -a^/z 
Achebe a't Jei.bi 
Achernar 'ei.ka.na: r ® -k^.nair 
Acheron 'aek.a.mn, -r 3 n ® -rain 
Acheson 'aet f.i.s 3 n, '-a- 
Acheulean, Acheulian a't/uilian 
a cheval ,ae. fa'vael 
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achievje - Acton 



achiev|e a't.fi:v -es -z -ing -in -ed -d 

-able -a.bl -er/s -a r /z ® -aVz 
achievement a'tjnv.mant -s -s 
Achil(l) 'sek.il 

Achilles a'kil.i:z A.chilles heel 

© A chilles ,heel 
Achille Serre asr.il'sea r , -'ser 
Achin a'tjiin 
Achish 'eLkiJ 

achondro|plasia a.krjn.droul'plei.zi.a, 

-3a®- ( kain.dral'plei.3i.a, ,ei- 

-plastic -'plass.tik 
Achraya'krei, a'xrei 
achromatic ^k.rau'mast.ik, .ei.krau- 

® ( ask.ra'mast- -ally - a l.i stress shift: 

,achromatic 'lens 
achromatism a'krau.ma.ti.z 3 m, ,ei- 

®-'krou- 
achromatiz|e, -is|e a'krau.ma.taiz, ,ei- 

® -'krou- -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
achromatous D'krau.mo.tas, ,ei- 

®-'krou.ma.tas 
achtung 'aix.tun, 'sex- ® 'a:x-, 'a:k- 
achy 'ei.ki 

acicul|a a'sik.ju.lla, -ja- -ae-i-ar-a 
acid 'ass. id -s -z -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 

acid drop: acid rain; acid test, 

acid test 
acidhead 'ass.id.hed -s -z 
acidic a'sid.ik 

acidif|y a'sid.i.f lai, ass'id- -ies -aiz 

-ying -ai.irj -ied -aid 
acidity a'sid.a.ti, ass'id-, -i.ti ® -a.ti 
acidiz|e, -is|e 'ass.i.daiz -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed -d 

acidophilus .xs.i'dof .i.las, - 3 l.as 

®-'da:.f 3 l- 
acidosis ( ass.i'dau.sis®-'dou- 
acidu|late a'sid.jul.leit, ass'id-, -ja-, 

-'sid3.u-, '-a- -lates -leits -lating 

-lei.tin®-lei.tirj -lated -lei.tid 

®-lei.tid 
acidulous a'sid.ju.las, ass'id-, -ja-, 

-'sid3.u-, '-a- 
acin|ose 'ass.i.nlaus, -nlauz® -nlous, 

-nlouz -ous -as 
acin|us 'ass.i.nlas -i -ai 
Acis 'ei.sis 

ack-ack ,ask'ask stress shift: ,ack-ack 

'gun 
ackee 'ask.i-s -z 
Ackerley ' ask . 3 1 . i ® . li 
Ackerman(n) 'ask. a. man, -masn® '-3 1 - 
Ackland 'ask. land 
acknowledg|e ak'nDl.id3, ask- 

® -'na:.lid3 -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 

-eable -a.bl 
acknowledgement aknDl.1d3.mant, 

ask- ® -'na: .lid3- -s -s 
Ackroyd 'ask.roid 

Ackworth Moor Top .aek.waO.moi'tDp 
® -W3^9 ( mur'taip 



Acland 'ask. land 
ACLU ,ei.sii.el'ju: 
acme 'ask.mi-s-z 
acne 'ask.ni 

acnode 'ask.naud® -noud -s -z 
Acol road in London, system of bridge 

playing: 'ask. 3 l inKent: 'ei.kDl 

® -kail 

acolyte 'ask. 3 l.ait ®-a.lait -s -s 
Acomb 'ei.kam 

Aconcagua .ask.Dn'kasg.wa, -Dn'- 
® ,ai.k 3 n'-, -k 3 n'-, -kai.gwa 

aconite 'ask.a.nait -s -s 

acorn 'ei.kam ® -korn -s -z 'acorn 
squash 

acotyledon a,kDt.i'lii.d 3 n, ,ei-, - 3 l'i:- 

®- l kai.ta'lii- -s -z 
acouchi a'kui.J"i® ai'kui.Ji, a- 
acoustic a'ku: .stik -s -s -ally - 3 l.i ® -li 
acoustician ,a;.ku:'stij'. 3 n -s -z 
acoustooptic a,ku:.stau'Dp.tik 

® -stou'aip- -s -s -al - 3 1 
ac|quaint al 'kwemt -quaints -'kwemts 

-quainting -'kwem.tirj 

®-'kwem.tirj -quainted 

-'kwein.tid®-'kwein.tid 
acquaintanc|e a'kwem.t 3 nrs -es -iz 
acquaintanceship a'kwcm.t 3 nfs. fip, 

-t 3 nf.Jip -s-s 
acquest a'kwest -s -s 
acquiesc|e .ask.wi'es -es -iz -ing -irj -ed 

-t -ence - 3 nrs -ent/ly - 3 nt/li 
acquir|e a'kwaia 1 ® -'kwaia^ -es -z -ing 

-irj -ed -d -ement/s -mant/s -able -a.bl 
acquisition .sk.wi'zif.'n, -wa-, -z 
acquisitive a'kwiz.i.tiv, '-a- ® -a.t iv 

-ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
acquit a'kwit -s -s -ting -in 

®a'kwit.irj -ted-id®a'kwit.id 
acquittal a'kwit. 3 1® -'kwit- -s -z 
acquittance a'kwit . 3 nfs 
acre (A) 'ei.ka r ®-ka^ -s -z 
acreag|e 'ei.k 3 r.id3, '-knd3 -es -iz 
acrid 'ask. rid -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
acridine 'ask. ri. dim, -dam 
acridity a'knd. a.ti, ask'rid-, -i.ti 

®-a.ti 
Acrilan® 'ask.ri.lasn, -ra- 
acrimonious .ask.ri'mau.ni.as, -ra'- 

® -'mou- -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
acrimon|y 'ask.ri.ma.nli, -ra- ® -mou- 

-ies -iz 

acritical ,ei'knt.i.k 3 l, '-a-®-'krit.a- 
acritude 'ask.n.tjind, -ra-, -tjuid 

®-tuid, -tjuid 
aero- ask.rai/-; a'kro- ® ask.ra-, -rou-; 

a'krai- 

Note: Prefix. Either takes primary or 
secondary stress on the first 
syllable, e.g. acrosome 
/'ask.ray.saum® -ra.soum/, 
acrosomal ^ask.rau'sau.m 3 ! 



® -ra'sou-/, or primary stress only 

on the second syllable, e.g. 

acropolis /a ' krop . a . lis 

® -'krai.pa-/. 
acrobat 'ask. ra. bast -s -s 
acrobatic , ask. ra'bast.ik® -'bast- -s -s 

-ally - 3 l.i, -li stress shift: ,acrobatic 

'leap 

acrobatism ' ask. ra. bast. i.z 3 m, 
,ask.ra'bast-® 'ask. ra. bast-, 
,ask.ra'bast- 

acrogen 'ask.raa.d3an, -d3en® -rou-, 
-ra- -s -z 

acrolect 'ask.rau.lekt ® -rou-, -ra- -s -s 
-al - 3 1 

acrolith 'ask.rao.li0 ® -rou-, -ra- -s -s 
acromegalic ,ask.rau.mi'gasl.ik, -ma'- 
® -rou- 

acromegaly ^k.rao'meg.'l.i® -rou'- 
acromion a'krau.mi.an® -'krou- -s -z 
acronym 'ask.rau.nim ® -ra- -s -z 
acropetal a'krDp.i.t 3 l® -'krai.pa. t 3 l 
-ly-i 

acrophob|ia ,ask.rau'iau.bli.a 

®-ra'fou--ic -ik 
acropolis (A) a'krDp.a.hs®-'krai.pa- 

-es -iz 

acrosomal ,ask.rai/'sau.m 3 l® -ra'sou- 
acrosome 'ask.rau.saum®-ra.soum 
across a'kros ® -'krais 
across-the-board a,krDs.da'baid 

®-,krais.5a'ba:rd 
acrostic a'krDs.tik®-'krai.stik -s-s 
Acrux 'ei.krAks 
acrylic a'kril.ik, ask'nl- -s -s 
act askt -s -s -ing -in -ed -id get , i n on 

the act; get one's act together 
ACT ,ei.sii'tii 
acta 'ask.ta 

Actaeon 'ask.ti.an® ask'tii- 
ACTH .ei.sii.tii'eitj, ask9 
actinic ask'tm.ik -ly -li 
actinide 'ask. tin. aid -s -z 
actinism 'ask.tm.iz. 3 m 
actinium ask'tm.i.am 
action 'ask.p'n -s -z -ing -irj -ed -d 

action ,man; action stations 
actionable ' ask. f 3 n. a.bl 
Actium ask.ti.am 
activable 'ask. tiv. a.bl 
activate 'ask.til.veit -vates -veits 

-vating-vei.tm®-vei.tirj -vated 

-vei.t id ® -vei .t id -vator/s 

-vei.ta r /z ® -vei. 1 3^/z 
activation ,ask.ti'vei. f 3 n 
active 'ask.tiv -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
activ|ism 'ask.ti.vli.z 3 m -ist/s -ist/s 
activity ask'tiv.a.t li, -i.t li ® -a. t li 

-ies -iz 

activiz|e 'ask.ti.vaiz -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed -d 
Acton 'ask. tan 
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actor - -ade 



Acronyms 



Acronyms are words or phrases written in an abbreviated 
form, usually with their initial letters,and pronounced 
as if they were words, usually with the most obvious 
pronunciation. However, it is best to treat them on a 
word-by-word basis.since there are exceptions. 

Examples 

Many organisations, particularly those to do with 
government,charities and trade unions, use acronyms. 
Phrases can also be reduced to acronym form. Acronyms 
are usually written using capital letters.although there 
are exceptions. Where there is a letter £ at the end of an 
acronym, it is usually pronounced /i:/, e.g.: 



► NATFHE 

(National Association of Teachers 
in Further and Higher Education) 

► NATO 

(North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 



/'naet.fii/ 



/nei.tau/ 
® /-tou/ 

► snafu 

(situation normal, all fouled up) /snasf u:/ 

► Tardis 

(time and relative dimensions in space) /' to: . dis/ 

® /'to:r-/ 

Some words or phrases are abbreviated to initial letters but 
do not become acronyms. See abbreviations. 



actor 'ask.ta r ® -ta* -s -z 
actress 'ask.tras, -tris -es -iz 
Actsaskfs 

actual 'ask.tru.sl, -tju-, -tfl, -t Jul 

®-tJu.al,-ff 3 l,-tJul-ry -i 
actuality .aek.tju'ael.s.tli, -tju-, -i.tli 

©-tju'ael.a.jli-ies -iz 
actualiz|e, -is|e 'ask.rju.a.laiz, -tju-, 

-Ju- ® -tju- -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
actuarial ,ask.t Ju'ea.ri.al, -tju- 

®-tJu'er.i- 
actuar|y 'ask.tju.a.rli, -tju.erli® -tju- 

-ies -iz 

actu|ate ' ask. t Jul .eit , -tju- ® -t J"u- 
-ates -eits -ating -ei.tin ®-ei.tm 
-ated -ei.trd®-ei.tid 
actuation ,ask.tju'ei.j 3 n, -tju'- 

®-tJu'--s-z 
Act-Up ,askt'Ap 
acuity a'kjui. a. ti, -it.i®-a.ti 
acumen 'ask. ju. man, -ja-, -men 

® a'kjui.man, 'ask.ja- 
acupressure 'ask.ju.prej.a r , -ja-®-2* 
acupuncture 'ask.ju.pAni:.tJa r , -ja- 

®-tj3*-ist/s-ist/s 
a|cute al'kjuit -cuter -'kju:.ta r 

® -'kju:. 1 3- -cutest -'kju: .tist, -tast 
® -'kjui.tist, -tast -cutely -'kjuit.li 
-cuteness -'kjuit .nas, -nis a,cute 
angle 
acyl '2es.1l -s -z 
ad- aed-, ad- 
Note: Prefix. Examples include 

adjective /'aed3.ik.tiv/, in which it 
is stressed, and admonish 
/ad'mDn.iJ ® -'mai.nif/, where it is 
unstressed, 
ad asd -s -z 

AD (abbrev. for Anno Domini) .ei'dii, 
^n.aLf'dDm.i.nai ® ,ei'dii, 
^n.ou'dai.ma.ni:, -'dou-, -nai 

ADA ,ei.di:'ei 



Ada, ADA woman's name, trademark, 

US town: 'ei.da 
adactylous ,ei'dask.ti.las 
adag|e 'asd.id3 -es -iz 
adagio a'dai. d3i.au, '-31- 

®-'da:.d30u, -d3i.ou-s -z 
Adair a'dea 1 ® -'der 
Adalbert l aed. !! l.b3:t®-b3':t 
Adam asd. am Adam's apple 

® 'Adam's ,apple 
adamant 'asd.a.mant -ly -li 
adamantine ,a;d.a'mten.tam®-tiin, 

-tain, -t 3 n 
adamite (A) 'aed. a. mart -s -s 
Adams 'asd.amz 
adamsite 'aed.am.zait 
Adamson 'asd.am.s 3 n 
Adamthwaite 'aed.am.Bweit 
Adana 'ai.da.na; a'dai- 
Adapazari ,a:.da'pai.z 3 r.i 

®-,pai.za'ri: 
adapt a'daspt -s -s -ing -in -ed -id -ive -iv 
adaptability a,dasp.ta'bil. a. ti, -it.i 

®-a.ti 

adaptable a'dasp.ta.bl -ness -nas, -ms 

adaptation ,asd.asp'tei.J 3 n, -ap'- -s -z 

adapter a'dasp.ta r ® -ta* -s -z 

adaption a'daep. Jan, asd'asp- -s -z 

adaptive a'dasp.tiv, asd'asp- -ly -li 

adaptor a'dasp.ta' ® -i& -s -z 

Ada re a'dea 1 ® -'der 

Adar Sheni ai l dai'Jei.ni®- l dair'- 

ADC ,ei.di:'sii 

Adcock 'aed.kDk ® -kaik 

add aed -s -z -ing -in -ed -id 

Addams 'aed.amz 

addax 'asd.asks -es -iz 

addend a'dend, asd'end® 'asd.end; 

a'dend -s -z 
addendum a'den.dlam, aed'en- -a -a 
adder 'aed.a r ® -3- -s -z 'adder's 

tongue 



adderwort 'asd.a.w3:t ® -a^.w^it, 

-wairt 
addict (n.) 'asd.ikt -s -s 
addict (u) a'dikt -s -s -ing -in -ed/ness 

-id/nas, -nis 
addiction a'dik.J'n -s -z 
addictive a'dik.tiv -ly -li -ness -nas, 

-nis 

Addington 'aed. in. tan 
Addis 'asd. is 

Addis Ababa .asd.is'aeb.a.ba, -'aib- 
Addiscombe 'asd.i.skam 
Addison 'asd.i.san 
addition a'dij. 3 n -s -z 
additional a'dij. 3 n. 3 l -ly -i 
additive 'aed.a.tiv, '-i-®-a.tiv -s -z 
addl|e 'asd.l -es -z -ing -m, 'asd.lin -ed -d 
addleheaded .asd.ll'hcd.id 

® 'asd. II ,hed- stress shift, British 

only: ,addleheaded 'person 
Addlestone 'asd.J.stan 
add-on 'asd.Dn ® -am -s -z 
address (n.) a'dres ® 'aed. res, a'dres 

-es -iza'ddress ,book® address 

book 

address (a) a'dres -es -iz -ing -irj -ed -t 
addressable a'dres. a. bl 
addressee ,aed.res'ii -s -z 
Addressograph® a'dres. au.graif , 

-grsef ® -a.graef -s -s 
adduc|e a'djuis, asd' juis ® a'duis, 

-'dju:s -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t -er/s -a r /z 

® -aVz -ible -a.bl, -i.bl 
adducent a'djui.s 3 nt ®-'du:-, -'dju:- 
adduct a'dAkt -s -s -ing -in -ed -id 

-ive -iv 
adduction a'dAk.J 3 n 
adductor a'dAk.ta r ®-ta>--s -z 
Ade eid 
-ade-eid, -aid 

Note: Suffix. Generally carries 
primary stress, e.g. lemonade 
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Adeane-adorabjh 



/ ( lem.9'neid/, but see individual 
entries. For instance, escapade is 
also/'es.ko.peid/. In words derived 
from French it is often pronounced 
/-a:d/, e.g. roulade is /rui'laid/. 

Adeane o'di:n 

Adel '£ed. 3 l 

Adela English name: 'aed.i.l3, '-9- 

foreign name: a'dei.la 
Adelaide 'a2d. 3 l.eid, -i.leid(ys)-9.1eid 
Adele o'dcl 

Adelina .eed.i'lii.ns, - 3 l'ii-(us)-9'li:- 
Adeline 'asd.i.liin, - 3 l.i:n, -am 

(ys) -9.1am, -lim 
Adelphi o'dcl. fi 
ademption 9'demp. J 3 n -s -z 
Aden in the Yemen: 'ei.d 3 n<@ 'a:-, 'ei- 

in Grampian region: 'sed. 3 n 
Adenauer 'aed. 3 n.au.9 r , 'en.d^n-cSJ-a 1 
adenoid 'aed. 3 .noid, -in.9id®- 3 n.oid; 

'aed.noid -s -z 
adenoidal ,2ed. 3 'noi.d 3 l, -in'oi- 

(ys)- 3 n'Di-;aed'noi- 
adenoidectom|y ,2ed. 3 .noi'dek.t9.mli, 

-in. di '- (ys) - 3 n.9i'-; .sed.noi'- -ies -iz 
adenoma ( aed.i'n9u.m9, -9'-(ys)-'nou- 

-S -Z -tOUS -t9S (US) -t 9S 

adenosine aed'en.9o.si:n, 9'den-; 

,aed.i'n9u- Cys)9'den.9.si:n, -s 3 n 
adept (n.) 'aed.ept, 9'dept, asd'ept -s -s 
adept (adj.) 9'dept, asd'ept; 'aed.ept 

(ys) 9'dept -ly -li 
adequacy 'asd.i.kwg.si, '-9- 
adequate 'asd.i.kwst, '-9-, -kwit -ly -li 

-ness -ngs, -nis 
adessive 9'des.iv, ted'es- 
a deux as'd3: 

adher|e 9d'hi9 r , ted-; 9'di9 r ® gd'hir, 
asd- -es -z -ing -in -ed -d -er/s -9 r /z 

(ysj-a^/z 

adheren|ce 9d'hi9.r 3 nl fs, asd-, 

-'her. 3 nlfs; 9'di9.r 3 nlfs 

(ys) 9d'hir. 3 nl fs, aed- -t/s -t/s 
adhesion 9d'hii.39n, aid-; -s -z 
adhesive gd'hii.siv, asd-, -ziv; -ziv 

-ly -li-ness -nis,-n9s 
ad hoc ^d'hD^-'hguk^-'haik^'houk 
ad hominem ( a3d'hDm.i.n9m, '-9-, 

-nem(0s)-'hai.m9.n9m, -nem 
adiabatic ,ei.dai9'bset.ik, ,aed.ai9- 

@) ,aed.i.3'baej-; ,ei.dai9'- -ally - 3 l.i, 

-li 

Adidas® 'aed.i.dses; s'dii.dss 

(ys) g'dii.dgs 
Adie 'ei.di 

adieu 9'dju: as if French: aed' j3: 

(ys) g'du:, -'dju: 
adieus, adieux 9'dju:, -'dju:/ as if 

French: aed'j3i ® 9'du:z, -'dju:z 
Adige 'aed.i.d3ei ® 'a1.di.d3e1, -9 
ad infinitum ,aed.m.fi'nai.t9m 

(ys) ( aed.m.fi'nai.t9m, ,a:d- 



adios 'aed.i.Ds, — '-(ys) ,a:.di'ous, ,aed.i'- 
adipocere ,aed.i.p9u'si9 r 

® 'sed.g.pou.sir, -pg- 
adipose 'aed.i.psus, -pguz @) -g.pous 
adiposity ,aed.i'pDs.9.ti, -i.ti 

®-9'pa:.s9.ti 
Adirondack ,aed.i'rDn.da3k, -a'ron- 

®-ram- -s-s 
adit 'aed. it -s -s 
adjacency 9'd3ei.s 3 nf. si 
adjacent a'dgei-s^t -ly -li 
adjectival ,aed3.ik'tai.v 3 l, -ek'-, -9k'- 

-ly-i 

adjective 'ffid3.1k.t1v, -ek-, -ak--s -z 
adjoin a'd3am -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
adjourn a'd33m ® -'d^j-m -s -z -ing 

-in -ed -d -ment/s -mant/s 
adjudg|e a'd3Ad3, aed3'Ad3 ® a'd3Ad3 

-es -iz -ing -irj -ed -d -ment/s -mant/s 
adjudicate a'd3u:.dil .keit, -da- -cates 

-keits -eating -kei.tirj ® -kei.tirj 

-cated -kei.tid ® -kei. t id 
adjudication a 1 d3ui.di'kei.j" 3 n, -da'- 

-s -z 

adjudicator a'd3u:.di.kei.ta r , -da- 

®-t3 L -s -z 
adjunct 'ffid3.Arj£t -s -s -ly -li; 

a'd3Anit.li 
adjunction 3'd$Ar)k.pri, ffid3'Arj£- 
adjunctival ,ffid3.Ar)ic'tai.v 3 l 
adjuration ,aed3.a'rei..Pn, -ua'-, -a:'- 

®-a'--s-z 
adjuratory a'd3ua.ra.t 3 r.i, -'d3ai- 

®-'d3ur.a.tair- 
adjur|e a'd3ua r , -a: r ® -d3ur -es -z -ing 

-in -ed -d 

adjust a'd3Ast -s -s -ing -in -ed -id -able 

-a.bl -er/s -a r /z ® -3-lz 
adjustment a'd3Asf.mant -s -s 
adjutage 'ffid3.11.t1d3; a'd3ui- 
adjutan|cy 'ffid3.u.t 3 nlr.si, '-a- 

-t/s -t/s 
Adkins 'ffid.kmz 
Adkinson ffid.km.san 
Adlai 'ffid.lei 

Adler 'aed.la 1 , 'a:d.la r ®-l3i 
ad-lib ,ffid'lib -s -z -bing -in -bed -d 
Adlington 'ffid.hr). tan 
ad|man 'ffid.mffin, -man -men -men, 

-man 
admass 'ffid.mxs 
admeasur|e ffid'me3.a r , ad-®-a\ 

-'mei.3^ -es -z -ing -in -ed -d 

-ement/s -mant/s 
Admetus aed'mn.tas ® -t as 
admin 'ffid.mm 

administer ad'mm.i.sta r , '-a-® -as 

ffid- -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
administr|able ad'mm.i. stria. bl, '-a- 

® ad-, ffid- -ant/s - 3 nt/s 
admini|strate ad'mm.il.streit, '-a- 

® ad-, ffid- -strates -streits -strating 



-strei.tm®-strei.tirj -strated 

-strei.tid® -strei.tid 
administration ad,mm.i'strei.J' 3 n, -a'- 

® ad-, ffid- -s -z 
administrative ad'mm.i. stra.tiv, '-a-, 

-strei- ® ad-, ffid- -ly -li 
administrator ad'mm.i. strei.ta r , -a- 

® -t a\ ffid- -s -z -ship/s -Jip/s 
administratrix ad'mm.i. streil.triks, 

'-a- ® ad-, ffid- -trixes -trik.siz 

-trices -tn.siiz 
admirab|le 'ffid.m 3 r.a.bll -ly -li -leness 

-l.nas, -nis 
admiral 'ffid.m 3 r.al, -mi.ral-s-z 
admiralty (A) 'ffid.m 3 r.al.tli, -mi.ral- 

®-tli-ies -iz 
admiration .aed.ma'rei.pn, -mi'- 
admir|e ad'maia 1 "® -'mai3\ ffid- -es -z 

-ing/ly -in/li -ed -d -er/s -a r /z ® -aVz 
admissibility ad.mis.a'bil.a.ti, ffid-, 

-1'-, -i.ti®-a.ti 
admissibl|e ad'mis.a.bll, aed-, -i.bll 

-y-i 

admission ad'mij\ 3 n, ffid- -s -z 
ad|mit adl 'mit -mits -'mits -mitting 

-'mit.m ®-'mit .in -mitted/ly 

-'mit.id/li® -'mit .id/li 
admittance ad'mit. 3 nrs -es -iz 
admix ffid'miks, ad- -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t 
admixture ad'miks.tja 1 ', aed- -s -z 
admonish ad'mDn.iJ, ffid- ® -'mai.nij 

-es -iz -ing/ly -in -ed -t -ment/s 

-mant/s 

admonition ^d.ma'nij'.m -s -z 
admonitory ad'mDn.i.t 3 r.i, aed- 

®-'ma:.na.ta:r- 
Adnams 'aed.namz 
ad nauseam ,ffid'na:.zi.ffim, -si-, -am 

®-'na:-, -'na:- 
adnominal l ffid'nDm.m. 3 l®-'naim- 

-s -z 
ado a'du: 

adobe a'dau.bi, ffid'au- ® -'dou- -s -z 
adolescence ,ffid. 3 l'es. 3 nrs, -au'les- 

®-a'les- 
adolescent ,ffid. 3 l'es. 3 nt, -au'les- 

®-a'les--s-s 
Adolf 'ffid.Dlf ® 'ei.dadf, 'aed.ailf 
Adolphus a'dDl.f as ® -'dail- 
Adonai 'ffid.au.nai® ,a:.da'nai, 

-dou'-, -'nai 
Adonais ,ffid.af/'nei.is®-a'- 
Adonijah ,ffid.au'nai.d3a®-a'- 
Adonis a'dau.nis, -'dDn.is ® -'da: .nis, 

-'dou- 

adopt a'dDpt ® -'daipt -s -s -ing -irj 

-ed -id -ive -iv -er/s 
adoption a'dDp.^n ® -'da:p- -s -z 
adoptionism s'dDp. J !> n.i.z s m 

®-'da:p- 
adorab|le a'da: .ra.bll ® -'da:r.a- -ly -li 

-leness -l.nas, -nis 
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adoration - adverse 



adoration .aed.a'rei. J" 3 n, -ai'-®-a'rei- 
-s -z 

ador|e a'da: r ® -'da:r -es -z -ing/ly 

-irj/li -ed -d -er/s -a r /z ® -a^/z 
adorn a'dam ® -'da:rn -s -z -ing -in -ed 

-d-ment/s-mant/s 
Adorno a'da: .nau ® -'dair.nou 
ADP ,ei.di:'pi: 
Adrastus a'draes.tas 
adrenal a'dri:.n 3 la'drenal ,gland 
adrenalin(e) a'dren. 3 l.m® -a.lm 
adrenocortical a.drii.nau'koi.ti.k 3 ! 

®-nou'ka:r.ti-, -.dren.ou'-, -a'- 
adrenocorticotroph|ic 

a,dri:.nau.ka:.ti.kai;'trDf l.ik 

® -nou,ka:r.ti.kou'trou.f Ilk, 

-.dren.ou,-, -3,-, -'tra:--in -in 
Adria 'ei.dri.a 
Adrian 'ei.dri.an 
Adriana .ei.dri'ai.na, .aed.ri'- 
Adrianople .ei.dri.a'nau.pl, .aed.ri- 

®-'nou- 
Adrianopolis ,ei.dri.a'nDp. 3 l.is, 

.aed.ri-®-'nai.p 3 l- 
Adriatic .ei.dri'aet .ik ® -'act- stress 

shift: , Adriatic 'Sea 
Adrienne .ei.dri'en, ,aed.ri'-; 'ei.dri.an, 

'aed.ri- 
adrift a'dnft 

adroit a'drait -est -ast, -ist -ly -li -ness 

-nas, -nis 

adsorb aed'zaib, ad-, -'saib ® -'sairb, 

-'zairb -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
adsorbent aed'zai.b 3 nt, ad'-, -'sa:- 

®-'sa:r-, -'zair- 
adsorption aed'za:p. J" 3 n, ad'-, -'saip- 

®-'sa:rp-, -'za:rp- 
adsorptive aed'zaip.tiv, ad'-, -'saip- 

®-'sa:rp-, -'zairp- 
adsum 'aed.sAm, -sum, -sam 



adularia .aed.ju'lea.ri.a, -ja'-, ,aed3.u'- 

® ,aed3.u'ler.i-, .aed.ja'- 
adu|late 'aed.ju .leit, -ja-, 'aed3.u-, '-a- 

® 'aed3.a-, 'aed.ja-, '-a--lates -leits 

-lating -lei. tin ®-lei.tin -lated 

-lei.tid®-lei.tid 
adulation .aed.ju'lei. J" 3 n, -ja'-, ,aed3.u'-, 

-a'-® ,aed3.a'-, .aed.ja 1 -, -a'--s-z 
adulatory .aed.ju'lei. fr.i, -ja 1 -, 

,aed3.u'-, -a'-; 'sed.ju.lei-, -ja-, 

'aed3.u-, '-a-, -t 3 r.i 

® 'aed3. 3 l.a.tair-, 'aed.j 3 l-, - 3 1- 
Adullam a'dAl.am -ite/s -ait/s 
adult 'aed. Alt, a'dAlt ® a'dAlt, 'aed. Alt 

-s -s .adult edu cation 
adulterant a'dAl.t 3 r.ant ® -t s r- -s -s 
adulterate a'dAl.t 3 rl.eit ®-ta.rleit 

-ates -eits -ating -ei.tin ® -ei. tin 

-ated -ei.tid ® -ei. tid -ator/s 

-ei . t a r /z ® -ei . t aVz 
adulteration a,dAl.t 3 r'ei. f 3 n 

®-ta'rei- -s -z 
adulterer a'dAl.t 3 r.a r ® -t3 i .3 L -s -z 
adulteress a'dAl.t 3 r.es, -is, -as ® -t 

'-tris -es -iz 
adulterous a'dAl.t 3 r. as, '-tras 

® '-ta^.as, '-tras -ly -li 
adulter|y a'dAl.t 3 rl .i, '-trli ® '-t a\i, 

'-tri-ies-iz 
adulthood 'aed. Alt. hud, a'dAlt- 

®a'dAlt- 
adum|brate 'aed. Ami .breit, -am- 

-brates -breits -brating -brei.tirj 

®-brei.tirj -brated -brei.tid 

®-brei.tid 
adumbration .aed.Am'brei. f 3 n, -am- 

-s -z 

Adur 'ei.da 1 ®^^ 
ad valorem .aed.va'lai.rem, -vael'ai-, 
-ram ® -va'lair.am 



advanc|e ad'vainrs ® -'vaenrs, aed- -es 

-iz -ing -in -ed -t -ement/s -mant/s 

ad,vance 'notice; ad.vance 'payment; 

Ad vanced .Level 
advantag|e ad'va:n.tid3 

®-'vaen.fid3, aed- -es -iz 
advantageous ,aed.van'tei.d3as, 

-vain'-, -vaen'- ® -vaen'-, -van'- 

-ly-li-ness-nas, -nis 
adven|e aed'vim, ad- -es -z -ing -in 

-ed-d 

advent (A) 'aed. vent, -vant -s -s 'Advent 

.calendar 
Adventism 'aed.ven.ti.z 3 m, -van- 

® -van- 

Adventist 'aed.ven.tist, -van- ® -van-; 
ad'ven- 

adventitious ,aed.v 3 n'ti f.as, -ven- 
-ly -li 

adventive aed'ven.tiv ® - 1 iv -ly -li 
advent|ure ad'ven.tjla 1 '®-! fla 1 , aed- 

-ures -az, -a»z -uring - 3 r.in -ured -ad, 

-<t-A. -urer/s - 3 r.a r /z ® -zi-.a-lz 

-uress/es - 3 r.as/iz, -a.res/iz 

ad, venture playground 
adventuresome ad'ven.t fa.s 3 m 

® -t JV-, aed- 
adventurous ad'ven.t J" 3 r.as ® ad-, 

aed- -ly -li -ness -nas, -nis 
adverb 'aed.v3ib ® -vsrib -s -z 
adverbial ad'v3i.bi.al, aed-®-'v3M- 

-ly-i 

adversarial .aed.va'sea.ri.al, -V3i'- 

®-va-'ser.i--ly-i 
adversary 'aed.va.s 3 rl.i, ad'v3:- 

® 'aed.v^.ser- -ies -iz 
adversative adv3i.sa.tiv, aed- 

®-'v3^:.sa.tiv 
adverse 'aed.v3is, -'-, ad- ® aed'vaMS, 

'- -ly -li 



Pronouncing the letters AE 



The vowel digraph ae is a fairly low-frequency spelling. 
In some cases, the American spelling of words containing 
ae omits the a, e.g. in aesthetic, which is spelt in American 
English as esthetic. 

The pronunciation of the digraph in strong syllables 
depends on whether or not it is followed by an r in the 
spelling. If so, the pronunciation is /ea (ys) er/, e.g: 

aeroplane /'ea.ra.plem/ (ys) /'er.a-/ 

When not followed by r, the pronunciation is most usually 
one of /i:/,/i/or/e/,the latter being most common in 
American English pronunciation, e.g.: 

Caesar /'sii.za 1 / ® /-za7 

aesthetic /i:s'9et.ik, is-/ (us) /es'Set-/ 



In addition 

Othervowel sounds associated with the digraph ae include 
/ae/,forOld English names, e.g.: 

Aethelstan /'ae0. 3 l.stan/ 

In weak syllables 

The vowel digraph is realised with the vowels /a/ and III in 
weaksyllables.e.g.: 

gynaecology /.gai.na'kDl.a^i, -ni 1 -/ (ys) /-'ka:.la-/ 
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adversit|y - affected 



Pronouncing the letters AEO 



The vowel letter combination aeo is lowfrequency.and is /i'o ©i'a:/ archaeology ^ai.ki'nl.a.cVji/ 

often spelt eo in American English. It has two pronunciations (ys) ^air.ki'ai.la-/ 

associated with it: /igu(y|)iou, is/ palaeotype /'pasl.i.gu.tarp/ 

® /'pei.li.ou-, -a-/ 



adversit|y 3dv31.s3.tli, -si- 

® -'v^i.sg.t li, aed- -ies -iz 
advert (h.) 'aed.v3it ® -v^it -s -s 
ad|vert (a) gdl 'v3it, aid- ® -'V3Ht 

-verts -'v3its® -'vs-its -verting 

-'V3:.tin ©-'v^i.tin -verted 

-'vsi.tidcy^-'v^i.tid 
advertenc|e gd'v3i.t 3 nrs ® -'v^i-, aed- 

-y-i 

advertent gd' V3: .t 3 nt ® -'v^:-, aed- 
-ly-li 

advertis|e, -iz|e 'aed. vg.tarz ® -va^ -es 

-iz -ing -in -ed -d -er/s -3 r /z ® -zt-lz 
advertisement, -ize- gd'v3:.tis.mgnt, 

-tlZ-, -t3S-, -t3Z- 

® ( aed.v3^'taiz.m3nt; gd'v^i.tgs-, 

-tgz- -s-s 
advertorial .asd.va'toi.ri.al 

®-v3 L 'tg:r.i- 
advic|e gd'vais ® gd-, aed- -es -iz 
advisability gd,vai.zg'bil.g.ti, '-1- 

®-g.ti, aed- 
advisab|le gd'vai.zg.bll ® gd-, zed- -ly 

-li -leness -l.ngs, -nis 
advis|e ad' vaiz ® ad-, aed- -es -iz -ing 

-in -ed -d -edly -id.li -edness -id.ngs, 

-nis 

adviser, advisor gd'vai.zg r ® -za\ aed- 
-s -z 

advisor|y gd'vai.z 3 rl .i ® ad-, aed- -ies 

-izad'visory ,body 
advocaat 'aed. vgu.ka:, -ka:t ® -vou- 
advocacy aed.v9.k9.si 
advocate (n.) 'aed.v9.k9t, -keit, -kit 

-s -s 

advo|cate (a) 'aed.vgl.keit -cates 
-keits -eating -kei.tin ®-kei.tin 
-cated -kei.tid®-kei.tid-cator/s 
-kei.tg r /z®-kei.ta^/z 

advocation .aed.vg'kei. J" 3 n 

advowson ad' vau.z 3 n -s -z 

Adwa a:.dw9 

Adwick le Street .aed.wik.li'striit 
Adye 'ei.di 

adynamia ,ei.dai'nei.mi.9, ,aed.i'- 
adynamic ,ei.dai'naem.ik, ,aed.ai'-, -1'- 
adz|e, adz aedz -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
adzuki aed'zin.kiad'zuki ,bean 
Aeacus 'ii.g.kgs 
aedile 'ii.dail -s -z-ship/s-frp/s 
Aeetesn'ii.tuz 
Aegean ii'dsii.an, 1'- 



Aegeus 'i1.d3i.9s ® 'i1.d3i.9s, 'ii.d3u:s 
Aegina i:'d3ai.n9, i'd3ai- 
aegis i 1 . lIj i s 

Aegisthusi:'d3is.09s, i'd3is- 
aegrotat 'ai.grgu.taet, 'i:- ® -grou- -s -s 
Aegyptus ii'd3ip.tas 
Aelfric 'ael.fnk 
Aemiliusii'mil.i.9s, I'mil- 
Aeneas i:'ni:.9s, I'nii-, -aes 
Aeneid 'ii.ni.id, ii'nii.id, 1'- -s -z 
Aeneus 'ii.ni.ss, ii'ni:-, 1- 
Aeoli|a ii'su.lil .9 ® -'ou- -an/s -gn/z 
Aeolic ii'ol.ik, -'gu.lik ® -'ai.lik 
Aeolus 'ii.au.las ® '-g- 
aeon 'i:.9n,-Dn®-a:n-s -z 
aera|te eg'reilt, '— ® er'eilt -tes -ts 

-ting -tin ® -tin -ted -tid® -tid 

-tor/s -tg r /z ® -t 3"-/z 
aeration eg'rei. J 3 n® er'ei- 
aerial 'e9.ri.9l® 'er.i- -s -z-ly -i 
aerie 'ig.ri, 'eg-® 'er.i, 'ir-, 'ei.ri-s-z 
aerif|y 'eg.n.fai® 'er.g- -ies -z -ying 

-in -ied -aid 
Aer Lingus® ,e9'lin .ggs ® ,er- 
aero- eg.rgu-; eg'ro- ® er.ou-, er.9-; 

er'ai- 

Note: Prefix. Either takes primary or 
secondary stress on the first 
syllable, e.g. aeronaut /'eg. rg.noit 
® 'er.g.nait/ aeronautic 
/,eg.rg'n9i.tik® ,er.g'nai.tik/, or 
primary stress on the second 
syllable, e.g. aerology /ea'rpl.a.dsi 
® er'ai.lg-/. 

aero 'ea.rgu ® 'er.ou 

aeroballistics eg.rgu.bg'hs.tiks 
® ,er.ou- 

aerobatic ,eg.rgu'ba;t.ik 

® .er.ou'baet- -s -s -ally - 3 l.i, -li 

aerobe 'eg.rgub ® 'er.oub -s -z 

aerobic eg'rgu.bik ® er'ou- -s -s 

aerodrome 'eg.rg.drgum 
® 'er.g.droum -s -z 

aerodynamic .eg.rgu.dai'naem.ik, -di'- 
® ,er.ou- -s -s -ally - 3 l.i, -li stress 
shift: aerodynamic 'fairing 

aerodyne 'eg.rgfj.dain® 'er.9- -s -z 

Aeroflot® 'eg.rgu.flDt ® 'er.g. flout, 
-fla:t 

aerofoil 'eg.rgu.fgil® 'er.ou- -s -z 
aerogram, aerogramme eg.rgu.graem 
® 'er.g- -s -z 



aerolite 'eg.rgu.lait ® 'er.g- -s -s 
aerolith 'eg.rgu.li9® 'er.g- -s-s 
aerological ,eg.rgu'k>d3.i.k 3 l 

® ,er.ou'lai.d3i- 
aerologist eg'rDl.g.d3ist ® er'ail.g- 

-s -s 

aerolog|y ea'n)l.a.d3li ® er'a: .lg- 

-ist/s-ist/s 
aeronaut 'eg.rg.nait ® 'er.g.nait, 

-no:t -s-s 
aeronautic .eg.rg'ngi.tik 

® ,er.g'nai.tik, -'no:--s -s -al - 3 1 
aerophone 'ea.rg.fgun® 'er.g.foun 

-s -z 

aeroplane 'eg.rg.plem ® 'er- -s -z 
Aerosmith 'eg.rgu.smi9® 'e.rou- 
aerosol 'eg.rg.SDl® 'er.g. sail -s -z 
aerospace 'eg.rgu.speis ® 'er.ou- 
aerostat 'eg.rgu.staet ® 'er.ou- -s -s 
Aertex® 'eg.teks ® 'er- 
aer|y in.) 'ig.rli, 'eg-® 'erl.i, 'ir-, 'eil.ri 
-ies -iz 

aery (adj.) 'eg.ri ® 'er.i, 'ei.g.ri 
Aeschines 'ii.ski.niiz, -skg.niiz 

® 'es.kg-, 'ii.skg- 
Aeschylus 'ii, ski. las, -skg.lgs 

® 'es.kg-, 'ii.skg- 
Aesculapi|us ,i:.skju'lei.pil.gs 

® ,es.kjg'-, -kg'- -an -gn 
Aesop 'ii.sDp®-sa:p, -sgp 
aesthete 'iis.Giit ® 'es- -s -s 
aesthetic iis'Oet.ik, is-, es-® es'9et-, 

is- -s -s -al - 3 1 -ally - 3 l.i, -li 
aesthetic|ismi:s'6et.i.sli.z 3 m, is-, es- 

® es-, is- -ist/s -ist/s 
aestival ii'stai.v 3 l® 'es.tg-, es'tai- 
Aethelstan 'ae9. 3 l.stgn, -staen 
aether 'h.6a< @>-Q?t 
aetiolog|y ,i: .ti'Dl.g.d3li ® -t i'ai.lg- 

-ist/s-ist/s 
Aetna et.na 
afar g'fa: r ®-'fa:r 
afeard g'figd®-'fird 
affability ,aef .g'bil.g.ti, -i.ti®-a.ti 
affab|le 'aef .g.bll -ly -li -leness -l.ngs, 

-ms 

affair g'feg r ® -'f er -s -z 
affect (a) g'fekt -s -s -ing/ly -irj/li 
-ed -id 

affect in.) in psychology: 'asf .ekt -s -s 
affectation ,aef .ek'tei. f 3 n, -ik'- -s -z 
affected g'f ek.tid -ly -li -ness -ngs, -nis 
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affection - after- 



Affricate 



A type of consonant consisting of a plosive followed by a 
fricative with the same place of articulation. 

Examples for English 

Examples are the /tj/ and M3/ sounds (sometimes 
symbolised /c//j7 by American writers) at the beginning and 
end of the words church and judge.where the first of these 
sounds is voiceless and the second voiced (see voicing), e.g.: 



It is often difficult to decide whether any particular 
combination of a plosive plus a fricative should be classed 
as a single affricate sound or as two separate sounds,and the 
question depends on whether these are to be regarded as 
separate phonemes or not. It is usual to regard /tj/ and A13/ 
as affricate phonemes in English;/ts dz tr dr/ also occur in 
English but are not usually regarded as affricate phonemes, 
but are treated as clusters. The two phrases why choose and 
white shoes are said to show the difference between the /tj/ 
affricate (in the first example) and separate IXI and /J7 
(in the second), e.g.: 

why choose Afewai tfuiz/ 

white shoes /Await Ju:z/ 



church /tf3:tf/ ® /tf>:t[V 

judge /d3Adz/ 



affection a'f ek. J 3 n -s -z 
affectionate a'fek. f 3 n.at, -it -ly -li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
affective a'fek. tiv, aef 'ek- 
affenpinscher 'aef.an.pm.rja 1 

®- 1 pinf.f3 L -s-z 
afferent 'aef. 3 r. ant 
affettuoso a,fet.ju'au.sau, aef,et-, 

-zau® a,fet.ju'ou.sou, aef ,et-, 

-,etr.u'- 

affianc|e a'faianfs -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t 
affiant a'faiant -s -s 
aff ich|e aef 'i: J", a'fii 1 -es -iz 
affidavit ,aef .I'dei.vit, -a'- -s -s 
affiliate s'f il.il .eit -ates -eits -ating 

-ei.tin ®-ei.tirj -ated -ei.tid 

®-ei.tid 
affiliation a,f il.i'ei. f 3 n -s -z 
affinit|y a'fm.a.tli, -itli®-a.t li -ies -iz 
affirm a'f 31m ® -'f^im -s -z -ing -in 

-ed-d -able-a.bl 
affirmation ,aef .a'mei. f 3 n ® -3-'- -s -z 
affirmative a'fai.ma.tiv 

® -'f^i.ma.tiv -ly -li affirmative 

action 

affirmatory a'f3i.ma.t 3 r.i 

®-'f3M.ni3.tDir- 
affix(n) 'aef .iks -es -iz 
affix (v.) a'f iks, 'aef .iks -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed-d 

affixation ,aef .ik'sei.J 3 n 
affixture aef 'iks.t fa r ®-tj>, aef 'iks- 
afflatus a'flei.tas®-tas 
Affleck 'aef.lek 

afflict a'flikt -s -s -ing -in -ed -id 

-ive -iv 
affliction a'flik. f 3 n -s -z 
affluence 'aef.lu.anrs 
afflux 'aef .Uks -es -iz 
afford a'f oid ® -'f aird -s -z -ing -in 

-ed -id 

affordable a'f ai .da.bll ® -'fair- -ly -li 



afforest a'fDr.ist, aef 'Dr-® a'fair.ast 

-s -s -ing -in -ed -id 
afforestation aef ,Dr.i'stei. f 3 n, a,fDr-, 

-a'-®a,fair.a'--S -z 

aff ranchis|e a'f raen. ffaiz, aef 'raen- 

® a'fraen.t Jaiz -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
affray a'frei -s -z 

affricate 'aef .ri.kat, -ra-, -kit, -keit 

® -kit -s -s 
affricated 'aef .n.kei.tid, -ra-®-tid 
affrication ,aef .n'kei. f 3 n, -ra'- 
affricative aef'rik.a.tiv, a'frik-®-tiv 

-s -z 

af|f right al'frait -frights -'fraits 

-frighting -'frai.tirj ®-'frai.tirj 

-frighted/ly -frai.tid/li 

®-'frai.tid/li 
af |f ront si 'f rAnt -fronts -'frAnts 

-fronting -'frAn.tirj ® -'frAn.t irj 

-fronted -'frAn.tid®-'frAn.tid 
Afghan aef.gaen-s -z Afghan hound 
afghani aef 'gaen.i, -'gai.ni -s -z 
Afghanistan aef gaen.i. stain, '-3-, 

-stain, aef ,ga3n.i'sta:n, -3'-, -'staen 

® aef 'gaen.a.staen, -stain 
aficionado a,fij\i.an'a:.dau, -,f is- as if 

Spanish: &i ,i9.ja'nai.dau 

® afif.i.a'nai.dou, -,fis-, -.fii.si- 

-s -z 
afield a'fiild 
afire a'faia r ® -'faia 1 
aflame a'fleim 

aflatoxin ,aef .la'tDk. sin® -'talk. s 3 n 

AFL-CIO ei.ef ,el.sii .ai'au ® -'ou 

afloat a'flaut ® -'flout 

aflutter a'fUt.a 1 ® -'flAt .3- 

afoot a'fut 

afore a'foi r ®-'fair 

aforementioned a'fai.men.fr 3 nd, 

a,f ai 'men- ® a'f air.menf . J 3 nd 
Note: In British English, the latter 

form is not used attributively 



aforesaid a'fai.sed® -'fa:r- 
af orethought a'fai .9ait ® -'fair. Gait, 
-Sort 

aforetime a'foi.taim®-'fair- 
a fortiori ei.foiti'ai.rai, ai,-, -ri 

® ^ifair.ti'air.i, -Ji'-, -ai 
afraid a'frcid 
afreet 'aef .riit, a'friit -s -s 
afresh a'fref 
Afric 'aef.nk 

Afric|a 'aef.ri.kla-an/s-an/z 
African-American 

,aef .n.kan.a'mer.i.kan -s -z 
Africander ,aef .n'kaen.da r ® -da 1 -s -z 
Africanist 'aef.ri.ka.nist -s-s 
Africanization, -isa- 

,aef .ri.ka.nai'zei. J" 3 n, -ra-, -m 1 - 

®-ni'- 

Africaniz|e, -is|e 'aef .n.ka.naiz -es -iz 

-ing -in -ed -d 
Africanus ,aef .n'ka: .nas, -'kei- 
Afridi aef 'rii.di, a'frii- -s -z 
Afrikaans ,aef .n'kamrs, -ra'kainfs, 

-rik'ainz, -ra'kainz 
Afrikaner ^f.ri'kai.na'^-na'-s -z 
afrit 'aef .riit, a'friit -s -s 
Afro- .aef.rau-® ,aef .rou- 
Note: Prefix. Normally carries 

secondary stress on the first 

syllable, e.g. Afro- American 

/ , aef . r au . a ' mer . 1 . kan ® -rou-/. 
Afro 'aef.rau ® -rou -s -z 
Afro-America n,aef.rau.a'mer.i.kan 

® -rou- -s -z 
Afro-Asian ,aef .rau'ei. f 3 n, -3 3 n 

® -rou'ei.3 3 n, -J 3 n -s -z 
Afro-Asiatic ,aef .rau.ei. fi'aet.ik, -si'-, 

-3i'-,-zi'-®-rou.ei.3i'-, -fi'- 
Afro-Caribbean ,aef rau.kaer.i'bii.an 

® -rou.ker-, -kaer-; -ka'nb.i- -s -z 
aft aift ® aeft 
after- 'aif .ta- ® 'aef .t&- 
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after - Agni 



Note: Prefix. Words containing after- 
usually carry primary stress on the 
first syllable, e.g. afterglow 
/'aif .ta.glau® 'aef .ta\glou/, but 
there are exceptions, including 
afternoon /,arf .ta'num ® ,asf .taW. 

after 'aif.ta 1 ® 'aef \<s- ,after 'all; 
, After 'Eights® 

afterbirth 'a:f .ta.b3i9 © 'a;f .t3\b:MG 
-s -s 

after-burner 'aif .ta,b3i.na r 

® 'aef .t3 t ,b3 , -:.n3 l -s -z 
aftercare 'aif .ta.kea r ® 'aef .talker 
after-crop 'aif .ta.krop 

® 'aef .t3\kra:p -s -s 
aftereffect 'aif .ta r .i,fekt, -a,fekt 

® 'aef .ta^- -s -s 
afterglow 'aif.ta.glau® 'aef.ta\glou 

-s -z 

after-hours ,aif.ta r 'auaz 

® 'aef .ta^aua^z, ,--'- 
afterli|fe 'aif .ta.lailf ® 'aef.ta^- -ves-vz 
aftermath 'aif .ta.maiG, -mae6 

® 'aef .ta^.maeG -s -s 
afternoon ,aif .ta'num ® ,asf .ta-'- -s -z 

siress s/zi#, see compounds: 

,afternoon tea; good ,after'noon 
afterpiec|e 'aif .ts.pirs ® 'aef .ta 1 - -es -iz 
afters 'aif .taz® 'aef .tM 
after-sales ,aif.ta'seilz® ,asf.ta-'- 

stress shift: ,after-sales 'service 
aftershave 'tuf .ta.Jerv ® 'aef .ta 1 - -s -z 
aftershock 'aif.ta.Jok® 'aef .ta^.Jaik 

-s -s 

aftertaste 'aif .ta.teist ® 'asf.ta 1 - -s -s 
afterthought 'aif .ta. Gait 

® 'aef .ta\ Gait, -Gait -s -s 
afterward 'aif.ta.wad® 'aef .ta^wanl 

-s -z 
AFTRA 'aef.tra 
Aga® 'ai.ga 

Agadir ,aeg.a'dia® ,ai.ga'dir, ,aeg.a'- 
Agag ei.gaeg 

again a'gen, -'gem® a'gen 
against a'genfst, -'gemfst ® a'gentst 
Aga Khan ,a:.ga'kain 
Agamemnon ,aeg.a'mem.nan, -nDn 

® -nam, -nan 
agamete ei'gaem.iit, a 1 - ® ^g.a'miit 

-s -s 

Agana ai'gai.na, -nja®-nja 

agape (adj. adv.) a'geip 

agape (n.) 'aeg.a.pi, -pel ® ai'gai.pei, 

'ai.ga- -s -z 
Agar family name: 'ei.ga r , -gai r ® -ga<, 

-gair 

agar jelly: 'ei.gai r , -a r ® -gair, 'ai-, -ga- 
agar-agar ,ei.ga r 'ei.ga r , -gai r '-, -gai r 

® -ga^'ei.ga 1 , ,ai.g3^'a-, -gair'-, 

-gair 

agaric (n.) 'aeg.a.rik; a'gaer.ik 
® 'aeg.a\ik, a'ger-; -'gaer- -s -s 



agaric (adj.) aeg'aer.ik, a'gaer- 

Agassi 'aeg.a.si 

Agassiz ,aeg.a'sii® 'aeg.a.si 

Agassizhorn a'gaes.i.hain® -hairn 

agate stone: 'aeg.at, -git -s -s 

Agate surname: 'ei.gat, 'aeg.at 

Agatha 'aeg.a.Ga 

Agathocles a'gaeG.au.kliiz® '-a- 

agave a'gei.vi, -'gai-, 'aeg.ei-® a'gai- 

-s -z 
agaze a'gciz 

ag|e eid3 -es -iz -(e)ing -irj -ed -d ,age 

of con sent; golden age 
-age-id3, -013 

Note: Suffix. Normally pronounced 
/-idg/, e.g. advantage /ad'vain.tid3 
® -' vaen. tid3/, which is unstressed, 
but in words of French origin it is 
often /-ai3/, which may be stress 
bearing; see for example, corsage, 
in which it has both stressed and 
unstressed variants. 

aged (adj.) old: 'ei.d3ido/ the age of: 
eid3d 

agedness 'e1d3.1d.nas, -nis 
Agee 'ei.d3i 

age|ism 'eid3.li.z 3 m -ist/s -ist/s 
ageless 'eids.las, -lis 
agelong 'eid3.rorj ® -lain, -bin 
agenc|y 'ei.d3 3 nt.sli-ies -iz 
agenda a'd3en.da -s -z 
agendum a'd3en.dam -s -z 
agene 'ei.d3iin 
agenesis ,ei'd3en.3.sis, '-1- 
agent 'ei.d3 3 nt -s -s ,Agent Orange 
agentival ,ei.d3 3 n'tai.v 3 l 
agentive 'ei.d3 3 n.tiv 
agent(s) provocateur(s) 

^.ai.pra^Dk.a.tai 1 ", ,ae3.Dn- 

® .ais.di.prou^ai.ka't^i, -tor 
age-old ,eid3'auld® 'eid3.ould 

stress shift, British only: , age-old 

'city 

-ageous -'ei.d33S 

Note: Suffix. Words containing - 

ageous are normally stressed on 

the penultimate syllable, e.g. 

advantageous /,aed.van'tei.d3as 

®-vaen'-/. 
Ager 'ei.d3a r ®-d3a- 
Agesilaus 3,d3es.i'lei.3S, aed3,es- 

®-a'- 

Agfa® 'aeg.fa 
aggie (A) 'aeg.i -s -z 
aggiornamento a,d3ai.na'mcn.tau 

® -,d3Dir.n3'men.tou 
agglomerate (n. adj.) a'glDm. 3 r.at, -it 

®-'glai.ma<- -s-s 
agglomer|ate (u)a'grom. 3 rl.eit 

® -'glai.ma.rleit -ates -eits -ating 

-ei.tin ® -ei.tin -ated -ei.tid 

®-ei.tid 



agglomeration a.grom.a'rei. f 3 n 

®- l glai.ma'--s -z 
agglutinate (adj.) a'glui.ti.nat, -it 

®-t 3 n.at 
agglutin|ate (v.) a'glui.ti.nleit 

® -t 3 nl.eit -ates -eits -ating -ei.tirj 

® -ei.tin -ated -ei.tid®-ei.tid 
agglutination a,glui.ti'nei. r 3 n 

®-t 3 n'ei--s -z 
agglutinative a'glui.ti.na.tiv, -ei.tiv 

®-t 3 n.ei.tiv 
agglutinin a'glui.ti.nm®-t 3 n.m 
agglutinogen Eeg.lu'tm.a.d3 3 n 

®-lui'- 

aggrandiz|e, -is|e a'graen.daiz -es -iz 

-ing -in -ed -d 
aggrandizement, -ise- 

a'graen.diz.mant ® -diz-, -daiz- 
aggra|vate 'aeg.ral.veit -vates -veits 

-vating/ly -vei.tirj/li® -vei.tm/li 

-vated-vei.tid®-vei.tid 
aggravation .aeg.ra'vei. fn -s -z 
aggregate (n. adj.) 'aeg.ri.gat, -ra.gat, 

-git -s -s 

aggregate (v.) 'aeg.ril.geit, -ra- -gates 
-geits -gating -gei.tin ®-gei.tin 
-gated -gei.tid®-gei.tid 
aggregation ,aeg.n'gei.J" 3 n, -ra'- -s -z 
aggregative 'aeg.ri.ga.tiv, -ra- 
aggress a'gres, aeg'res -es -iz -ing -in 
-ed-t 

aggression a'grej\ 3 n, a2g'ref--s-z 
aggressive a'gres. iv, aeg'res- -ly-li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
aggressor a'gres. a r , aeg'res- ® -a 1 -s -z 
aggriev|e a'griiv -es -z -ing -irj -ed -d 
aggro 'aeg.rau ® -rou 
aghast a'gaist ® -'gaest 
agil|e 'aed3.ail ® - 3 1 -ist -ast, -1st -ely -li 
agility a'd3il.a.ti, -i.ti® -a.ti 
agin a'gm 

Agincourt 'aed3.m.kai r , -kait, -kua r 
® -kairt 

agiotage 'aed3.a.tid3, 'sed3.i.30-, -tai3 
® 'aed3,i.3,tid3; ,ae3.a'tai3 

ag|ism 'ei.d3li.z 3 m -ist/s -ist/s 

agi|tate 'aed3.1l.te1t, '-a- -tates -teits 
-fating -t ei.tirj ® -tei.tirj -tated 
-tei.tid® -tei.tid-tator/s -tei.ta r /z 
©-tei.ta^/z 

agitation ,aed3.i'tei.J 3 n, -a'--s -z 

agitato ,aed3.i'tai.tau®-tou 

agitprop 'aed3.it.prDp®-praip 

Aglaia a'glai.a, -'glei- 

aglow a'glau ® -'glou 

AGM ,ei.d3ii'em 

agnail 'aeg.neil-s -z 

agnate 'aeg.neit 

agnation aeg'nei. f 3 n 

Agnes 'aeg.nas, -nis 

Agnew 'asg.njui ® -nui, -njui 

Agni 'aeg.ni 
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agnomen - air-condition 



agnomen aeg'nau.men, -man ® -'nou- 
-s -z 

agnostic aeg'rros.tik, ag- ® -'nai.stik 
-s-s 

agnosticism ceg'nDs.ti.si.z 3 m, ag-, -ta- 

®-'na:.sti-, -sta- 
Agnus Dei .asg.nas'dei.i, -nus-, -'dii.ai 

-s -z 

ago a'gau®-'gou 

agog a'gDg ® -'ga:g, -'gaig 

-agogic -a'gDd3.ik, -'gDg-, -'gau.d3ik 

® -a'gai .d3ik, -'gou- 
Note: Suffix. Words containing -agogic 

are normally stressed on the 

penultimate syllable, e.g. pedagogic 

/.ped.a'gDd3.ik® -'ga:-/. 
-agogue -a. gDg ® -a.gaig, -a.goig 
Note: Suffix. Normally unstressed, e.g. 

pedagogue /'ped. a. gDg ® -gaig/. 
-agogy -a.gDd3.i, -gDg-, -gau.d3i 

® -3.ga1.d3i, -gou.gi 
Note: Suffix. Normally unstressed, e.g. 

pedagogy /'ped. 3. gDd3.i 

®-gai.d3i/. 
agone a'gDn ® -'gam 
agonist 'sg.a.mst -s -s 
Agonistes .aeg.a£j'nis.ti:z®-a'- 
agonistic .aeg.au'ms.tik® -a'- -s -s 

-ally - 3 l.i 

agoniz|e, -is|e 'aeg.a.naiz-es -iz -ing/ly 

-irj/li -ed -d 
agon|y 'seg.a.nli -ies -iz 'agony ,aunt; 

agony column 
agorja 'aeg.a.rla, -Dr. a, .aeg.a'rai 

® 'asg.a.rla, -o:r.a-ae-ii -as-az 
agoraphob|ia ,acg. 3 r.o'fou.b i.a, 

-ai.ra 1 - ® -3\a'fou-; a.gair.a'- 

-ic/s -ik 
agouti a'gu: .ti © -t i -s -z 
Agra 'ai.gra, 'ceg.ra 
agrarian a'grea.ri.an ® -'grer.i- -s -z 

-ism -i.z 3 m 
agree a'gri: -s -z -ing -in -d -d 
agreeab|le a'grii.a.bll -ly -li -leness 

-l.nas, -nis 
agreement a'grii.mant -s-s 
agribusiness 'asg.ri.biz.ms, -nas -es -iz 
Agricola a'grik.au.la®- 3 l.a 
agricultural .aeg.ri'kAl.t J" 3 r. 3 l, -ra'- 

-ist/s -ist/s 
agriculture 'asg.n.kAl.t fa r , -ra- ® -tj> 
agriculturist .aeg.n'kAl.t f 3 r.ist, -ra'- 

-s -s 

Agrigento ,aeg.n'd3en.tau®-tou 
agrimony 'aeg.n.ma.ni, -ra-®-mou- 
Agrippa a'gnp.a 
Agrippina .aeg.ri'pii.na, -ra'- 
agro- aeg.rao-; a'grD- ® asg.rou-, -ra-; 
a'grai- 

Note: Prefix. Either takes primary or 
secondary stress on the first 
syllable, e.g. agronomics 



/.aeg.ra'nDm.iks ® -'nai.miks/, or 
primary stress on the second 
syllable, e.g. agronomy 
/a'gmn.a.mi ® -'grai .na-/. 
agrobiologic ajg.rau.baia'lnd3.ik 
®-rou.baia'la:.d3ik -al - 3 1 -ally - 3 l.i, 
-li 

agrobiology ,aeg.rai/.bai'Dl.a.d3i 

®-rou.bai'a:.la- 
agrochemical ,aeg.rau'kem.i.k 3 l 

®-rou'--s -z 
agrolog|y a'grDl.a.d3li, aeg 1 - 

® a'grai.la- -ist/s -ist/s 
agronomics , aeg.ra'nDm.iks 

®-'nai.miks 
agronom|y a'gron.a.mli® -'grai.na- 

-ist/s -ist/s 
aground a'graund 

Aguascalientes ,aeg.wa:s.kael.i'en.tes 

® ( a:.gwa:s.kael'jen.tes, -i'en- 
ague 'eig.ju: -s -z 
Aguecheek 'eig.jui.tjiik 
Agulhas a'gAl.as 

Agutter 'aeg.a.ta 1 ; a'gAt.a'® a'gAt.3 1 ; 

'aeg.a.ta^ 
ah a: 

aha a:'ha:, a'hai 
Ahab 'ei.hffib 

Ahasuerus ei.heez. ju'ia.ras, a.haez- 

®-'ir.as 
Ahaz 'ei.haez 
Ahaziah .ei./ia'zai.a 
ahead a'hed 
aheap a'hiip 

ahem m'?mm, '?mm, hm, a'hem 

Note: Interjection. The spelling 
attempts to represent a clearing of 
the throat to attract attention. The 
pronunciation /a'hem/ represents 
the reading aloud of this word by 
someone who does not know what it 
stands for. 

Ahenobarbus a.hen.au'bai.bas 
®-ou'bair-, -.hii.nou'- 

A'Hern 'ei.h3in®-h3 1 :n 

Ahern(e) a'h3m ® -'h^m 

Ahimsa ai'hrm.sa: ® a- 

ahistorical ,ei.hi'stDr.i.k 3 l® -'stair- 

Ahithophel a hi6.ao.fel® ' a- 

Ahmadabad 'ai.ma.da.ba2d®-ba:d 

Ahmed ai med 

ahold a'hauld ® -hould 

ahoya'hoi 

ahungered a'hAn .gad ® -g^d 
Al ci'ai 
ai 'a:.i, ai 
Aicken ei.k 3 n 

aid eid -s -z -ing -in -ed -id -er/s -a r /z 

®-3*/z .aid and a'bet 
Aida, Aida ai'ii.da, ai- 
Aidan ei.d 3 n 
aideeid-s -z 



Aideedai'diid 

aide(s)-de-camp .eid.da'ka: ® -'kaemp 
aide(s)-memoire .eid.mem'wai 
®-'wair 

aid|-man 'eid .man, -maen -men -men, 

-man 
AIDS, Aidseidz 
aigrette 'ei.gret, ei'gret -s -s 
aiguille .ei'gwii, -'gwiil® .ei'gwiil, '— 

-s -z 
Aiken ei.k 3 n 

aikido ,ai'kii.dau, 'ai.ki-® ,ai'kii.dou 

Aikin ei.km, -k 3 n 

Aikman 'eik.man 

ail ed -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 

ailanthus ,ai'laenr.6as -es -iz 

Aileen 'ei.liin® ai'lim 

aileron 'ei.l 3 r.Dn®-a.ram-s -z 

Ailesbury 'eilz.b 3 r.i®-ber- 

ailment eil.mant -s -s 

Ailred 'eil.red, 'ail- 

Ailsa eil.sa 

ailuro- ai'ljua.rao-, ei-, 'ai.ljua.rau- 

® ai'lur.a- 
ailurophile ai'ljua.rau.fail, ei- 

®-'lur.a--s -z 
ailurophobe ai'ljuo.rao.faub, ei- 

® - ' lur . a .f oub -s -z 
ailurophobia ai.ljua.rau'fau.bi.a, ei- 

®-,lur.a'fou- 
aim eim -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
aimless 'eim.las, -lis -ly -li -ness -nas, 

-nis 

Ainger 'em.d3a r ® 

Ainsley, Ainslie 'einz.ll 

Ainsworth 'emz.wa6, -wsiG®^^, 
-W3^:9 

ain't emt 

Aintree em.trii 

Ainu ai.nui -s -z 

aioli, aioli ai'au.li, ei'-® -'ou- 

air ea r ® er -s -z -ing/s -nj/z -ed -d 'air 
,force; 'air hostess; 'air .letter; 'air 
pocket: air raid: air rifle; air .route; 
air .terminal; , air traffic con trol; air 
traffic con troller; .clear the air 

airbag 'ea.basg ® 'er- -s -z 

airbase 'ea.beis ® 'er- -s -iz 

airbed 'ea.bed ® 'er- -s -z 

air-boat 'ea.baut ® 'er.bout -s -s 

airborne 'ea.bain® 'er.boirn 

airbrake 'ea.breik ® 'er- -s -s 

airbrick 'ea.bnk, er- 

airbridg|e 'ea.bnd3 ® 'er- -es -iz 

airbrush 'ea.brAj ® 'er- -es -iz -ing -in 
-ed-d 

air-burst 'ea.b3;st ® 'er.b^ist -s -s 
airbus (A®) 'ea.bAs ® 'er- -es -iz 
air-check 'ea.tjek® 'er--s -s 
air-condition ea.kan,dir. 3 n, 

.ea.kan'di J- ® 'er.kan.di J"- -s -z -ing 

-in -ed -d -er/s -a r /z ® -zt-lz 
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air-cool - Akers 



Pronouncing the letters Al, AY 



The vowel letter digraphs ai and ay are similar in that their 
most common pronunciation is/ei/,e.g.: 

day /dei/ 
daily /'dei.li/ 

However, in days of the week.ay is also frequently 
pronounced /i/,e.g.: 

Monday /'mAn.di/ 

When followed by an r in the spelling,ai and ay are 
pronounced as /ea,® er/,e.g.: 

air /ea r I ® /er/ 
Ayr /ea7 ® /er/ 



In addition 

There are other vowel sounds associated with the digraphs ai 
and ay, e.g.: 

lei said.says /sed, sez/ 
Isel plait /plaet/ 
/ai/ aisle /ail/ 

And, in rare cases: 

/ei.i/ archaic /a:'kei.ik/ ® /a:r-/ 

In weak syllables 

The vowel digraphs ai and ay are realised with the vowels III 
and lil in weak syllables respectively,and ai may also result in 
a schwa vowel or a syllabic consonant,e.g.: 

bargain /'bai.gin/ (ys) /'barr-/ 

Murray /'mAr.i/ ® /'my:-/ 

Britain /'brit. 3 n/ 



air-cool 'ea.kuil ® 'er- -s -z -ing -in 
-ed -d 

aircraft 'ea.kraift ® 'er.kraeft 
aircraft|man 'ea.kraiftl.man 

(y§) 'er.kraeft- -men -man 
aircraft|woman 'ea.kraift^wum.an 

® 'er.kraeft- -women ^wim.m 
aircrew 'ea.krui ® 'er- -s -z 
Aird ead © erd 
airdate 'ea.deit ® 'er- -s -s 
Airdrie 'ea.dri® 'er- 
Airdrieonian .ea.dri'au.ni.on 

® ,er.dri'ou--s-z 
airdrome 'ea.draum ® 'er.droum -s -z 
air-drop 'ea.drop® 'er.draip -s -s 

-ping -irj -ped -t 
air-dr|y 'ea.drlai ® 'er- -ies -z -ing -in 

-ied -d 
Aire ea r ® er 

Airedale 'ea.deil ® 'er- -s -z 
air-engine 'ea r .en.d3in® 'er- -s -z 
airer 'ea.ra r ® 'er.a^-s -z 
Airey 'ea.ri® 'er.i 
airfare 'ea.fea r ® 'er.fer -s -z 
airfield 'ea.fiild ® 'er- -s -z 
airfleet 'ea.fliit ® 'er- 
airflow 'ea.flau® 'er.flou -s -z 
air-foil 'ea.fail® 'er- -s -z 
airgraph 'ea.graif, -graf ® 'er.graef 
-s -s 

airgun 'ea.gAn ® 'er- -s -z 
airhead 'ea.hed ® 'er- -s -z 
airi|ly 'ea.nl. li, -r a ll.i® 'er- -ness -nas, 
-nis 

airing 'ea.rirj ® 'er.irj -s -z 'airing 

cupboard 
airless 'ea.las, -lis ® 'er- 



Airlie 'ea.li® 'er- 
airlift 'ea.lift ® 'er- -s -s -ing -irj 
-ed -id 

airlin|e 'ea.lam ® 'er- -es -z -er/s -a r /z 

®-3^/z 

airlock 'ea.k>k® 'er.lcuk -s-s 
airmail 'ea.meil ® 'er- -s -z 
air|man 'eal .man, -maen ® 'er- -men 

-man, -men 
airmarshal 'ea,ma:.,pi® 'er,ma:r- 
nil mobile 'ea.mau.biil® 'e^mou.b 3 ! 
airplane 'ea.plem ® 'er- -s -z 
airplay 'ea.plei ® 'er- 
airport 'ea.poit ® 'er.poirt -s -s 
air-sea ,ea'si: ® ,er- stress shift, see 

compound: ,air-sea 'rescue 
airship 'ea.frp® 'er--s-s 
airshow 'ea. J"au® 'er. Jou -s -z 
airsick 'ea.sik® 'er--ness -nas, -nis 
airspace 'ea.speis® 'er- 
airspeed 'ea.spiid ® 'er- -s -z 
airstream 'ea.striim® 'er- 
airstrike ea.straik® 'er- -s-s 
airstrip 'ea. strip® 'er- -s-s 
airtight 'ea.tait ® 'er- 
airtime 'ea.taim® 'er- 
air-to-air ,ea.tu'ea r ® .er.ta'er, -tu'- 

stress shift: ,air-to-air 'missile 
air-to-surface ,ea.ta's3i.fis 

® .er.ta's^i.fas stressshift: 

^ir-to-surface 'missile 
Airtours® 'ea.taiz, -tuaz® 'er.turz 
air traffic 'ea,traef .ik ® 'er- 
airwave 'ea.weiv ® 'er- -s -z 
airway 'ea.wei ® 'er- -s -z 
air|woman 'ea^wum.an® 'er- 

-women -,wim.m 



airworth|y 'ea,w3i.3li® 'e^w^i- 

-iness -i.nas, -i.nis 
air|y (A) 'ea.rli® 'erl.i-ier-i.a r ®-i.a»- 

-iest-i.ast, -i.ist -ily-i.li, -a.li -iness 

-i.nas, -i. nis 
airy-fairy ,ea.ri'fea.ri® ,er.i'fer.i 

stressshift: , airy-fairy 'concept 
Aisha ai'i:. fa 

Aislaby 'eiz.la.bi locally: 'ei.z 3 l.bi 
aisle ail -s -z-d -d 
aitch eitf-es-iz 

aitchbone 'eit J.baun ® -boun -s -z 
Aitchison 'ei.tfi.s'n 
Aith eiB 

Aitken 'eif.km, -kan 
Aix eiks, eks 

Aix-en-Provence ,eiks.aim.pra'va:ns, 

,eks-®-ain.prou'va:s 
Aix-la-Chapelle ,eiks.la:.faep'el, ,eks-, 

-J"a'pel®-fai'pel 
Aix-les-Bains ,eiks.lei'bEe:, ,eks-, -'basrj 
Ajaccio a'jaetf.i.au, a'dgaes.i.au 

® ai'jai.tfou, -tfi.ou 
ajar a'd3ai r ® -d3air 
Ajax cleaning substance ® 'ei.d3aeks 

football team: 'ai.aeks 
ajutage 'aed3.u.tid3, a'd3uit- 

® 'eed3.a.t id3, a'd3ui- 
AKA, aka ,ei.kei'ei, 'aek.a 
Akaba 'aek.a.ba 
Akabusi ,aek.a'bu:.si 
Akahito ^k.a'hii.tau® ,a:.ka'hii.tou 
Akbar 'aek.ba: r ® -bair 
akela ai'kei.la 
Akenside 'ei. kan. said, -km- 
Akerman 'ask. a. man® '-*- 
Akers 'ei.kaz ® -k^z 
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Akhmatova - Aldenham 



Akhmatova gk'mai.to.vo, 

,a:k.ma'tau- ® Ak'ma: .tg. vg, 
,ci:k.m3'tou- 

Akihito ^k.i'hii.tgu® ,a:.ki'hii.tou 

akimbo g'kim.bgu ® -bou 

akin o'km 

Akkad 'aek.aed® 'aek.aed, 'ai.kaid 
Akkadian g'kei.di.gn ® -'kei-, -'kai- 
-s -z 

Akond of Swat former title of the Wali 
of Swat territory in Pakistan: 
g,kuind.gv'swDt ® -'swa:t name in 
poem by Edward Lear: 
,aek.gnd.gv'swDt ® -'swait 

Akron 'aek.rDn, -rgn ® -rgn 

Akrotiri 'aek.rgu'tig.ri ® .aik.rou'tir.i 

Akroyd ask. raid 

al-gl-, ael- 

Note: Prefix. Examples include 

allocate /'ael.g.keit/, in which it is 
stressed, and allure /g'ljug r 
® -'lur/, where it is unstressed. 

AL ,ei'el 

Alael 

-al -al 

Note: Suffix. When forming a noun, -al 
does not normally affect the stress 
pattern, e.g. arouse /g'rauz/, 
arousal /a 'rau . z 3 l/. In forming 
adjectives, however, the resulting 
item is usually either stressed one 
or two syllables before the suffix, 
e.g. abdomen becomes abdominal 
/aeb'dDm.i.n 3 l® -'dai.mg-/, 
adjective becomes adjectival 
/ l a^d3.ik'tai.v 3 l/. 

Ala. (abbrev. for Alabama) 

^l.a'basm.a, -'bai.mg® -'baem.g 

a la 'ael.cu, 'ai.lai ® 'ai.lai, 'ai.lg, 'eel. g 

Alabama ^l.g'baem.g, -'bai.mg 
® -'baem.g 

alabaster (A) ,ael.g'baes.tg r , -'ba:.sta r , 
'ael.g.baes.tg 1 ", -bai.sta 1 " 
® 'ael.a.baes.ta^ 

a la carte ,ael.a'kait, ,ai.lai'- 
® ^i.la'kairt, ,ael.a'- 

alack alack 

alackaday a'laek.a.dei, a,laek.a'dei 
alacrity a'laek.ra.ti, -n.ti ® -ti 
Aladdin a'l3ed.m®- 3 nA l laddin's cave 
Alagoas ,asl.g'ggu.gs ® -'gou- 
a la grecque ,ael.a'grek, u:.lu:'- 

® ,01.13'-, ,321.9'- 

Alain man's name: asl'ae® ael'en 

woman's name: a'lem 
Alain-Fournier ael.aVf oi.ni.ei as if 

French: -fua'njei ® -,er?.foir'njei 
Alameda ael.a'mii .da, -'mei- 
Alamein 'ael.a.mem 
Alamo 'ael.a.mau®-mou 
a la mode ,ael.a'maud, ,ai.lai-, -'mod 

® ^i.la'moud, ,ael.a'- 



Alamogordo ,ael.a.ma'go:.dau 

®-'goir.dou 
Alan 'ael.an 
Alana a'kn.na, -'laen.a 
Aland islands: 'ai.land, '01- 
aland(adu)a'laend 
a I'anglaise .ael.airj'glerz, ^iJairj 1 -, 

-'glez 

alanine 'ael.a.nam, -niin 
alar 'ei.la r , -lai 1 ®-!^ 
Alaric 'ael.g.rik 

alarm g'laim ® -'la:rm -s -z -ing/ly 

-irj/li -ed -da'larm ,clock 
alarmist g'lai.mist ® -'lair- -s -s 
alarum g'laer.gm, -'la:. ram, -'leg- 

® -'ler.gm, -'lair- -s -z 
alas g'laes, -'lais ® -'lass 
Alasdair 'ael.a.sta r , -stea r ®-sta i 
Alask|a g'laes. kla-an/s -gn/z 
Alastair 'ael.g.stg r , -steg r ® -sta 1 , -ster 
Alastor g'laes. toi r , ael'aes- ® -toir, -ta- 
alate 'ei.leit -s -s 
alb aelb -s -z 
Alba 'ael.bg 

albacore 'ael.bg. koi ® -koir -s -z 
Alba Longa ,ael.bg'lDr).gg®-'lairj.ga, 
-'loin- 

Alban 'oil. ban, 'd1- ® 'a:l- 
Albani ael'bai.ni® ail-, oil- 
Albani|a ael'bei.nil .a, oil- -an/s -gn/z 
Albany inLondon: 'oil.ba.ni, 'dI-, 'sel- 
® 'ail-, 'oil- in Australia: 'ael.ba.ni 
® 'ail.ba-, 'oil- in US: '01l.b9.ni, j d1- 
® 'ail- 

Albarn 'oil. bain, 'dI-® 'ail. bairn 
albatross 'ael.ba.tros ® -trais, -trois 
-es-iz 

albedo ael'bii.dau ® -dou -(e)s -z 
Albee 'oil.bis, 'ael-® 'ail-, 'oil-, 'ael- 
albeit oil'bii.it ® oil-, ail- 
Albemarle 'ael. ba. mail, -bi- ® -mairl 
Alberic 'ael.ba.rik 
Alberich 'ael.b9.nk, -nx®-nk 
Albers 'ael.b3iz, 'oil.bgz® 'ael.b^iz, 
'ail.ba^z 

albert (A) 'ael.bat ® -bat -s -s ,Albert 
Hall 

Alberta asl'b3i.t9®-'b3':.t9 
albertite ' ael. ba. tart ®-ba- 
Alberton 'ael.bg.tan®-ba 1 - 
albescen|ce ael'bes. 3 nlrs -t-t 
Albi ael.bi 

Albigenses ,ael.bi'gent.siiz, -bi'd3enf- 

albinism 'ael.bi.ni.z 3 m 

albino ael'bii.nau®-'bai.nou -s -z 

Albinoni ( ael.bi'nau.ni®-'nou- 

Albinus asl'bii.nos 

Albion ael.bi. 9n 

Albrecht 'ael.brekt, -brext ® 'ail.brekt 
Albright 'oil.brait, 'dI-® 'ail-, 'o:l- 
Albrighton 'oi.brai.t 3 n, oil-, d1- 
® 'ail- 



Albrow 'oil.brau® 'ail- 
Albufeira ,ael.bu'fea.ra 

® l ail.bui'fei.r9 
Albula 'ael.bju.lg® 'ail. bu:-, -bjui- 
album 'ael.bam-s-z 
albumen '2el.bju.m9n, -men, -mm 

® ael'bjui.m9n 
albumin 'ael.bju.mm, -bja.mm 

® ael'bjui.m9n 
albuminoid ael'bjui.mi.noid -s -z 
albuminous ael'bjui.mi.nas 
albuminuria ,2el.bju:.mi'nju9.ri.9 

®-'nur.i-, -'njur- 
Albuquerque ,2el.b9'k3i.ki, 'ael.b9,k3i- 

® 'eel. bs^^i-esp. for person: ,--'-- 
alburnum ael'b3i.n9m ® -'b^i- -s -z 
Albury 'oil.b 3 r.i, 'dI-® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Alcaeus ael'sii.as 
alcaic(A)ael'kei.ik-s-s 
alcalde ael'kael.dei, -di® -'kail.di, -del 

-s -z 

Alcan® 'ael.kaen 

Alcatraz 'ael.ka.traez, 

Alcazar Spanish palace: ,ael.k9'zai 

® 'ael.ka.zair; ael'kaez.a- music hall: 

ael'kaez.a 1 ®-^ 
Alcester 'oil.sta 1 , 'dI- ® 'oil.sta 1 , 'ail- 
Alcestis ael'ses.tis 
alchemic ael'kem.ik -al - 3 1 
alchemist 'ael.kg.mist, -ki- -s -s 
alchemy 'ael.ka.mi, -ki- 
Alcibiades ,ael.si'bai.g.diiz 
Alcinous ,aersm.gu.gs ® '-ou- 
Alcmene aelk'mii.ni: 
Alcock 'ael.kDk, 'oil-, 'dI-® 'ael.kaik, 

'ail-, 'o:l- 
alcohol 'ael.ka.hm ® -hail -s -z 
alcoholic ,ael.kg'hDl.ik® -'hai.lik -s -s 

stress shift: ,alcoholic 'drink 
alcoholism 'ael.ka.hDl.i.z 3 m ® -hai.li- 
Alconbury 'oil.kgn.b 3 r.i, '01-, 'dI-, 

-kgm-, -bri ® 'oil.kgn.ber.i, 'ail-, 

-ba 1 - 

alcopop 'ael.kgu.pDp®-kou.paip-s -s 
Alcott 'oil.kgt, 'dI-, -kDt ® 'ail.kait, 
'ael-, -kgt 

alcove 'ael.kguv, 'dI-® 'sel.kouv -s -z 
-d -d 

Alcuin 'ael.kwm, 'dI- ® 'ael- 

Alcyone ael'saig.ni 

Aldborough 'oild.b 3 r.g, 'dI- locally: 

'oi.brg® 'oild.ba^.ou, 'aild- 
Aldbury 'oild.b'r.i, 'dI- ® 'oild.ber-, 

'aild-, -ba^- 
Alde oild® oild, add 
Aldebaran ael'deb.g.rgn, -raen 
Aldeburgh oild.b 3 r.g, 'd1- 

® 'oild.ba^.ou, 'aild- 
aldehyde 'ael.di.haid, -dg- -s -z 
Alden 'o:l.d 3 n, 'dI-® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Aldenham 'oild. 3 n.gm, 'dI-® 'oil-, 

'ail- 
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al dente - Alistair 



al dente ael'den.tei, ail- 
alder(A)'ail.da r , 'dI-® 'oil. das 'cul- 
-s -z 

Alderley Edge ,oil.d9.1i'ed3, ,d1- 

® da^-, ,ail- 
alder|man(A) '31l.d9l.m3n, 'd1- 

® 'oiLda 1 --, 'ail- -men -man, -men 
aldermanic ,oil.da'maen.ik, ,d1- 

® pil.da 1 '-, ,ail- 
Aldermaston 'ail.da.mai.stan 

® 'oiLda*-, 'ail- 
aldern 'oil. dan, 'dI-, -d3in® 'ail. dam, 

'ail- 

Alderney 'oil.da.ni, 'dI- ® 'oil. da 1 -, 
'ail- 

Aldersgate 'a:l.dsz.geit, 'dI-, -git 

® 'oil.da-z-, 'a:l- 
Aldershot 'oil.da.Jot, 'ul- 

® 'oil. da 1 , fait, 'ail- 
Alderson 'osLda.s'n, 'dI-© 'oil. da 1 -, 

'ail- 

Alderton 'oil.da.t 3 n, 'ol-® 'oil.da-, 
'ail- 

Aldgate 'aild.geit, 'dI-, -git ® 'oild-, 
'aild- 

Aldhelm 'oild.helm, 'dI-® 'oild-, 'aild- 
Aldi 'ael.di® 'ail- 

Aldine 'oil. dam, dI-, -dim® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Aldington 'oil. din. tan, 'dI-® 'oil-, 
'ail- 

Aldis(s) 'ail.dis, 'dI-® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Aldous 'oil. das, 'dI-® 'oil. das, 'ail-, 
'ael- 

Aldred 'oil.drid, 'dI-, -dred® 'oil-, 
'ail- 

Aldrich 'oil.dnt J, 'dI-, -dnd3 ® 'oil-, 
'ail- 

Aldridge 'oil.dnd3, 'dI-® 'ail-, 'ail- 
Aldrin 'oil.drm, 'dI-® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Aldsworth 'oildz.waG, 'dI-, -W3i0 

® 'oildz.wa^G, 'aildz-, -w^iB 
Aldus 'oil. das, 'dI-, 'ael-® 'oil-, 'ail- 
Aldwych 'oild.wrtf, 'Did-® 'add-, 

'aild- 
ale(A)eil -s-z 

aleatoric ,ael.i.a'tDr.ik, ,ei.li-®-'to:r-, 

-'tair- -ally - 3 l.i, -li 
aleatory 'ei.li.a.t 3 r.i, ,ael.i'ei.t 3 r.i 

® 'ei.li.a.tar- 
Alec(k) 'silk, -lek 
Alecto a'lek.tau ® -tou 
Aled 'ael.ed, -id 
alehou|se 'eil. hauls -ses -ziz 
Alemannic ,sel.i'maen,ik, -a'- 
alembic a'lem.bik -s -s 
Alencon 'a2l.2ei7.sa15® a'len.san; 

,ael.Qin'soun 
Aleppo a'lep.au, ael'ep-®-ou 
a|lert al 'bit ® -'kMt -lerts -'bits 

® -'bits -lertly -'bit .li ® -'l^it- 

-lertness -'bit .nas, -nis 

®-'b:t.nas, -nis -lerting -'bi.tm 



® -'bi.tin -lerted -'bi.tid 

©-'l^i.tid 
Alessandria ,ael.i'saen.dri.a, -es'- 

® .ai.la'sain-, ,ael.a'-, -'saen- 
Alessi a'les.i 

Alethea ,ael.a'9ii.a; a'lii.0i-; 'ad.i.Gi- 

® ,ael.i'0ii.a; a'lii.Gi- 
alethic ael'ii.Bik, a'lii- 
Aletsch 'ael. it J", 'ai.litj, -let f ® 'ai.let/ 
Aleut a'ljuit, -luit; 'ael.juit, -uit 

® a'luit; 'ael. juit, -i.uit -s -s 
Aleutian a'ljui. Jan, -'1ui-®-'1ui- 
A-level 'ei.lev. 3 l-s-z 
alewi|fe 'eil.wailf -ves -vz 
Alex ael.iks 

Alexander ,ael.ig'zain.da r , -eg'-, -'ag'-, 

-'zaen-, -ik'sain- ® -'zaen. da 1 

Alex ander technique 
Alexandra ,ael.ig'za:n.dia, -eg'-, -ag'-, 

-'zaen-, -ik'sain- ®-'zaen- 
Alexandria ,ael.ig'zain.dri.a, -ag'-, 

-'zaen-, -ik'sain- 
alexandrian ,ael.ig'zain.dri.an, -eg'-, 

-ag'-, -'zaen-, -ik'sain- ® -'zaen- -s -z 
Alexandrina ,ael.ig.zaen'drii.na, -eg-, 

-ag'-, -zain-, -ik.sain'- 
alexandrine ,ael.ig'zaen.dram, -eg'-, 

-ag'-, -'zain-, -ik'sain- 

® -'zaen.drm, -'zaen. dram -s -z 
alexia ,ei'lek.si.a, a- ® a- 
Alexis a'lek.sis 
Alfaelf 

alfalfa .ad'fael.fa 

Alfa Romeo® ,ael.ia.rau'mei.au 

®-rou'mei.ou 
Alfie ael.fi 

Alfonso ael'fDnr.sau, -'fDn.zau 

® -'faint. sou, -'fain.zou 
Alford 'oil. fad, 'dI-® 'oil.fa'd, 'ail- 
Alfred 'ael.fnd, -frad 
Alfreda ael'frii.da 
Alfredian ael'frii.di.an 
alfresco, al fresco ael'fres.kau ® -kou 
Alfreton 'oil.fri.t 3 n, 'dI-® 'oil.fn.tan, 

'ail- 
Alfric 'ael.frik 
Alfriston 'ael.fn.stan, 'oil- 
al|ga 'aell .ga -gae -d3ii, -d3ai, -gii, -gai 
Algarve ael'gaiv, 'ael.gaiv 

® ail'gair.va 
algebra 'ael.d31.bra, -d3a- -s -z 
algebraic ,ael.d3i'brei.ik, -d3a'--al - 3 1 

-ally- 3 l.i, -li stress shift: ,algebraic 

'sum 

algebraist ,ael.d3i'brei.ist, -d3a'- 
-s -s 

Algeciras ,ael.d3i'sia.ras, -d3a'-, 

-d3es'ia-, -'sir.as®-'sir- 
Alger 'ael.d3a r ® -d^zr- 
Algeri|a ael'd3ia.ril .a ® -'d3ir.i- -an/s 

-an/z 

Algerine ,sel.d33'riin 



Algernon 'sel.d33.nan, -non 

® -d3a\nain, -nan 
Algiers ael'd3iaz ® -'d3irz 
Algoa ael'gau.a®-'gou- 
Algol, ALGOL 'ael.gDl ® -gail 
Algonquian ael'gDn.kwi.an, -ki.an 

® -'gain-, -'gain- 
Algonquin ael'gDrj.kwm, -km 

©-'gain-, -'gain- 
algorism 'ael.g 3 r.i.z 3 m 
algorithm 'ael.g 3 r.i.o 3 m-s-z 
algorithmic l ael.ga'n6.miksiresss/!i/i.- 

algorithmic de'sign 
Algren 'ail. grin, 'dI-® 'ail-, 'ail- 
Algy 'ael.d3i 

Alhambra in Spain: ael'haem.bra, al-; 

a'laem- in California: ael'haem.bra 
AM girl's name: 'ael.i boy's name and 

surname: 'ai.li, ai'li 
alias 'ei.li.as, -aes -es -iz 
AM Baba .ael.i'bai.ba, ,ai.li-, -bai 
alibi 'ael.i.bai -s -z 
Alicante ,ael.i'kaen.tei, -ti®-ti, -tei 
Alice ael. is .Alice Springs; .Alice in 

Wonderland 
Alicia a'lis.i.a, -'li J*. a ® -'lij.a, -i.a 
Alick ael.ik 

alien 'ei.li.an -s -z ing -in -ed -d-age-id3 

alienable ei.li.an.a.bl 

alie|nate 'ei.li.al .neit -nates -neits 

-nating -nei.tm ® -nei.tin -nated 

-nei.t id ® -nei .t id -nator/s 

-nei.ta r /z®-nei.ta 1 /z 
alienation l ei.Ii.3'nei.J 3 n -s -z 
alien|ism 'ei.li.a.nli.z 3 m -ist/s -ist/s 
a|light al'lait -lights - laits -lighting 

-'lai.tirj ® -'lai.tirj -lighted -'lai.tid 

®-'lai.tid 
align a'lam -s -z -ing -m -ed -d 
alignment a'lam. mant, -'laim- 

®-'lam--s -s 
alike a'laik 

aliment 'ael. 1. mant -s -s 
alimental ,ael.i'men.t 3 l®-t 3 l 
alimentary , ael. i'men.t 3 r.i, '-tri 

®-t 3 r.i, '-tri alimentary ca'nal 

® ali mentary ca nal 
alimentation ,ael.i.men'tei.J 3 n 
alimonjy 'ael.i.ma.nli® -mou- -ies -iz 
A-line 'ei.lam 

Aline woman's name: ael'iin, a'liin; 
'ael.iin 

alin|e a'lam -es -z -ing -in -ed -d 
alineation a.lm.i'ei. f 3 n -s -z 
Alington 'ael. in. tan 
AM Pasha ,ael.i'pai. fa, ,ai.li-, -'paef.a 

® ,ai.li'pai.Jai, ,ael.i'- 
aliqu|ant 'ael.i.kwlant -ot -Dt ®-ait 
Alisha a'lif.a 
Alison 'ael.i.s 3 n 
Alissa a'lis.a 

Alistair, Alister 'ael.i.sta r ®-sta i 
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alit- alloy 



alit s'lit 

Alitalia® ,ael.i'tael.i.3, ,ai.li'ta:.li- 

®-ja 
alive a'laiv 
Alix 'ael.iks 
alizarin o'liz.D.nn 
alkahest 'ael.ka.hest 
alkalescen|ce .asl.k'l'es.'nlfs 

® -ka'les- -cy -f.si -t -t 
alkali 'ael.k 3 l.ai®-ka.lai-(e)s -z 
alkalic .acl'kacl. lk 

alkalif|y ael'kael.i.f lai -ies -aiz -ying 

-ai.in -ied -aid 
alkaline 'ael,k a l.am®-ka.lam 
alkalinity ^l.Wm.a.ti, -i.ti 

®-ka'lm.a.ti 
alkalization, -isa- .ael.k^.ai'zei.pn, 

-i'-®-i'- 

alkaliz|e, -is|e 'ael.k 3 l.aiz ® -ka.laiz -es 

-iz-ing -in -ed -d 
alkaloid 'ael.k 3 1.3id ® -ka.lsid -s -z -al 

- 3 1 

alkane 'ael.kem -s -z 

Alka Seltzer® ,ael.ka'selt.sa r 

® 'ael.ka^elt.sa^ 
alkene 'ael.kim -s -z 
Alkoran ,a?l.kDr'a:n, -ka:'ra:n, -ka'ram 

® -koir'ain, -ka'ram, -'raen 
alk|y 'ael.kli -ies -iz 
alkyl 'ael.kd®-k 3 l -s -z 
alkyne 'ael.kam -s -z 
all oil® oil, cr:l all 'fours; ,all 'right 
alia breve ,2el.a'brei.vei, -vi 

® ,a: .la'brei.vi, -vei 
Allah 'ail. 3, -a:; a'la:, ael'a: 
Allahabad ,ael.a.ha'ba:d, -'baed 
all-American ,3:l.a'mer.i.k 3 n® ,3:1-, 

,a:l- 
Allan 'ail. an 

Allan-a-Dale ,sel.an.a'ded 
Allandale 'ad.an.deil 
allantois a'laen.tau.is ® -tou- 

allantoides a,l3en'tau.i.di:z 

® ^l.an'tou.a- 
Allard 'ael.a:d, -ad ® -a:rd, -3-d 
Allardice, Allardyce 'ael.a.dais® '-a»- 
allargando .ael.ai'gaen.dau 

® ,a:.la:r'ga:n.dou 
allative 'ael.a.tiv®-tiv 
allay a'lei -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
All-Bran® 'ad.braen® '3:1-, 'a:l- 
Allbright 'oil.brait, 'd1-® 'sil-, 'ad- 
all-clear ,3irklia r ® ,3:l'klir, ,a:l- 
Allcock '3:l.kDk® '3:l.ka:k, 'a:l- 
Allcroft '3:l.krDft, 'd1-® '3:l.kra:£t, 

'ad- 
allegation ,ael.i'gei.J" 3 n, -a'-, -eg'ei- 

-s -z 

alleg|e a'led3 -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
allegedly Dled3.1d.li, -ad- 
Alleghany .ael.i'gei.ni, -a'-®-a'- 
Allegheny 'ael.i.gen.i® ( ael.a'gei.ni 



allegian|ce a'k:.d3 3 nl (s -ces -siz -t -t 
allegoric ,ael.i'gDr.ik, -a'gDr- ® -'gair- 

-al- 3 l-ally- 3 l.i, -li 
allegorist 'ael.i.ga.rist, '-a-®-gD:r.ist 

-s -s 

allegoriz|e, -is|e 'ael.i.ga.rarz, '-a- 
® -g3i-, -ga- -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 

allegor|y 'ael.i.ga.rli, '-a-®-g3:rl.i 
-ies -iz 

allegretto .ael.i'gret.au, -a'- 

®-'gret.ou-s -z 
Allegri ael'eg.ri, -'ei.gri 
allegro a'leg.rau, ael'eg-, -'ei.grau 

® -'leg.rou, -'lei.grou -s -z 
Allein(e) 'ael.m 
allele a'liil -s -z 
allelic a li:. lik 
allelism a'li:.li.z 3 m 
alleluia (A) ,aEl.i'lui.ja, -a'--s -z 
allemande 'aEl.a.ma:nd, -msnd, 

-mDnd ® -maend, -mamd, -maen, 

-man -s -z 
all-embracing psl.im'brei.sirj, -em'- 

® ( 3il.em'-, ,a:l-, -im' - stress shift: 

, all-embracing 'theory 
Allen 'ael.an, -in Allen ,key: Allen 

,wrench 
Allenby 'ael.an.bi 
Allendale 'ael.an.ded, -m- 
Allendeai'end.i, -ei® ai'jen.dei, ad- 
Allentown 'ael.an.taun, -m- 
allergen 'ael.a.d3en, -d3an® '-3 L - -s -z 
allergenic .ael.a'dsen.ik®-^'- 
allergic a'b: .d3ik ® -'ten- 
allergist 'ael.a.d3ist ® -s -s 
allerg|y 'ael.a.d3li® '-3 1 - -ies -iz 
Allerton 'ael.a.t 3 n® '-3\tan 
allevi|ate a'lh.vil.eit -ates -eits -ating 

-ei.tirj ® -ei.tirj -ated -ei.tid 

® -ei . t id -ator/s -ei . t aVz 

©-ei.taVz 
alleviation a,li:.vi'ei.p ! n 
alley 'ael.i -s -z alley ,cat 
Alleyn ael.m 

Alleyne ael'iin, 'ael.m, ad'em 
Alleynian a'lei.ni.an, ael'ei- -s -z 
alleyway ael.i. wei -s -z 
All Fools' Day ,3il'£u:lz.dei © ,d:1-, 
,a:l- -s -z 

Allhallows ,3:l'hael.auz®-ouz, ,a:l- 
allianc|e a'lai.anfs -es -iz 
allicin 'ael.a.sm, -1- 
allied ad. aid 
Allies 'ael.aiz 

alligator l ael.i.gei.ta r ®-t3'-s-z 
all-important ,3:l.im'p3i.t 3 nt 

® 3:l.im'p3:r-, ad- stress shift: 

, all- important 'meeting 
all-in ,311'm® ,3:1-, ,a:l- stressshift: 

,all-in 'wrestling 
all-inclusive ,3:l.m'klui.siv®-m'-, 

,a:l-,-m'- 



allineation a,lm.i'ei. f 3 n, ael,m- -s -z 

Allingham 'ael.in.am 

all-in-one ,3il.m'wAn® ,3:1-, ,a:l- 

stress shift: ,aH-in-one sham'poo 
Allison 'ael.i.s 3 n 
alliter|ate a'lit. 3 rl.eit, ael'it- 

® a'ht .a.rleit -ates -eits -ating 

-ei.tin ®-ei.tin -ated -ei.tid 

®-ei.tid 
alliteration a,lit.a'rei..T 3 n, ael,it- 

®a,ht--s -z 
alliterative a'lit. 3 r.a.tiv, ael'it-, -ei- 

® a'ht . 3 r.a.tiv, -a.rei.tiv 
Allman 'od.man® 'ad-, 'ad- 
all-nighter ,3il'nai.ta r ®-t3\ ,a:l- 

-s -z 

Alloa 'ael.aua®-oua 

Allobroges a'lDb.ra.d3i:z, ael'Db-, -rau- 

® a'kn.brou- 
allo|cate 'ael.al.keit -cates -keits 

-eating -kei.tin®-kei. tin -cated 

-kei.tid®-kei.tid 
allocation ,ael.a.kei..T 3 n-s-z 
allocution ,ael.a'kju:.J" 3 n-s-z 
allodi|al a'lau.dil .al ® -'lou- -urn -am 
allogeneic ,ael.au.d3a'ni:.ik, -'nei- 

® ,-a-, ,-ou- -ally- 3 l.i 
allokine 'ael.au.kam® '-a- -s -z 
allomorph 'ael.au.mad ®-a.m3:rf, 

-ou- -s -s 
Allon 'ael.an 

allopath 'ael.au.pae6® '-a-, '-ou- -s -s 
allopathic ,ael.au'pae6.ik®-a'-, -ou'- 
allopath|ya'rop.a.6li, ael'Dp- 

® a'la:. pa- -ist/s -ist/s 
allophone 'ael.au.f aun ® -a.foun, -ou- 

-s -z 

allophonic ,ael.au'iDn.ik® -a'fa:.nik 

stressshift: ,allophonic 'variant 
all-or-nothing ,3il.3:'nA9.m, -a'- 

®-3:r'-, ,a:l-, -a 1 ' -stress shift: 

, all-or-nothing 'gamble 
alloseme 'ael.au.si:m® '-a- -s -z 
al|lot al 'lDt ® -'la:t -lots -'rots 

® -'lads -lotting -'lot.rrj ® -'la:, tin 

-lotted-'lDt.id®-'la:.tid 
allotment a'hrt .mant ® -'la:t- -s -s 
allotone 'ael.au.taun®-a.toun -s -z 
allotrope 'ael.a.traup®-troup -s -s 
allotropic ,ael.a'trDp.ik® -'trai.pik 
allotropyael'Dt.ra.pi, a'rot-® a'la:.tra- 
all-out .ad'aut ® ,3:1-, ,a:l- stress shift: 

1 all-out 'effort 
allow a'lau -s -z -ing -in -ed -d 
allowab|le a'lau.a.bll -ly -li -leness 

-l.nas, -nis 
allowance a'lau. ants -es -iz -ing -in 

-ed -t 
Alloway 'ael.a.wei 
allowedly a'lau. id. li, -ad- 
alloy (n.) 'ael.ai -s -z 
alloy (v.) a'lai -s -z -ing -m -ed -d 
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all-powerful - alphabetizje 



Allophone 



Avariantofa phoneme. 

Examples for English 

Central to the concept of the phon eme is the idea that it may 
be pronounced in many different ways. In English we take it 
for granted that the hi sound inrayand tray are"the same 
sound"(i.e. the same phoneme), but in reality the two sounds 
are very different -the /r/ in ray is voiced and non-fricative, 
while the hi sound in fray is voiceless and fricative. In 
phonemic transcription we use the same symbol /r/for both 
(the slant brackets indicate that phonemic symbols are being 



used), but we know that the allophones of hi include 
the voiced non-fricative sound and the voiceless fricative 
one.Using the square brackets that indicate phonetic 
(allophonic) symbols,the former is [j] and the latter 
[j],e.g.: 

ray /rei/ [jei] 
tray /trei/ [tier] 

In theory a phoneme can have an infinite number of 
allophones, but in practice for descriptive purposes we tend 
to concentrate on the ones that occur most regularly and 
recognizably. 



all-powerful .ad'paua.Pl, -ful 

Cysj-'paua^-, ,a:l- stress shift: 

,all-powerful 'monarch 
all-purpose ,a:l'p3:.pas® .aU'pan-, 

,a:l- stress shift: ,all-purpose 'knife 
all-round ,a:l'raund® ,a:l-, ,ail- stress 

shift: ,all-round 'athlete 
all-rounder ,a:l'raun.da r ®-da\ ,a:l- 

-s -z 

All Saints' Day ,a:rsemts,dei® ,a:l-, 
,a:l- -s -z 

Allsop(p) 'ad.sDp® 'a:l.sa:p, 'a:l- 
allsorts 'a:l.sa:ts ® -sa:rts, 'a:l- 
All Souls' Day .ad'saulz.dci 

® ( a:l'soulz-, ,a:l- -s -z 
allspice 'oil.spais ® 'a:l-, 'a:l- 
all-star 'oil. stai r ® 'ail, stair, 'a:l- 
all-time .ail'tarm® 'ail.taim, 'ail- 

stress shift, British only, see 

compound: ,all-time 'greats 
allud|e a'lu:d, -'lju:d ® -'lu:d -es -z 

-ing -in -ed -id 
Allum 'ael. am 

allur|e a'ljua r , -'lua r , - ljo: r ® -'lur -es 

-z -ing/ly -irj/li -ed -d -ement/s -mant/s 
allusion a'lu: .3m, a'lju:- ® -'lui- -s -z 
allusive a'lui.siv, -'ljui-®-'lu:--ly -li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
alluvi|al a'lu: . vil .al, -'ljui- ® -'lui- -a -a 
alluvion a'lu:. vi. an, -'lju:-®-'lu:- 
-s -z 

alluvi|um a'lu:. vil. am, -'lju:-®-'lu:- 

-ums -amz -a -a 
Allworth 'oil.wa9, -W3:9®-W3'9, 'a:l-, 

-w^G 

Airworthy 'a:l l W3:,8i®- 1 w3«':-, a:l- 

all|y (n.) 'ael.ai, a'lai -ies -z 

all|y (u) a'llai, sell 'ai; 'ael .ai -ies -aiz 

-ying -ai.in -ied -aid 
Note: Allied is usually pronounced 

/'ael. aid/ when attributive. 
Ally 'ael.i 
-ally-al.i, -li 

Note: Suffix. Words containing -ally 



are stressed in the same manner as 
adjectives containing -al. Where the 
word ends -ically, two forms are 
possible, e.g. musically is either 
/'mju:.zi.k 3 l.i/ or/'mju:.zi.kli/. 

Allyson 'seLi.s"n 

Alma 'ael. ma 

Alma-Ata ( ael.ma:.a'ta:, a2l,ma:-, 

^il.ma'ai.ta 
Almack 'ad.maek, 'nl- ® 'a:l-, 'a:l- 
almagest 'ael.ma.d3est -s -s 
alma mater (A M) ,ael.ma'ma:.ta r , 

- l mei.ta r ®-'ma:.t3'-, ,a:l- -s -z 
almanac(k) 'ad.ma.naek, 'd1-, 'ael- 

® 'a:l-, 'a:l-, 'ad- -s -s 
almandine 'ael. man. dim, -dm -s -z 
Almanzor asl'masn.za: 1 , -za r ® -za:r, 

-Z3 1 

Alma-Tadema .ael.ma'taad.i.ma 
Almeida asl'mi: .da, -'mei- ® -'mei- 
Almeria ,ael.ma'ri.a 
Almesbury 'a:mz.b 3 r.i ® -ber-, -ba 1 - 
almight|y (A) ad'mai.t li ® -t li, a:l- -ily 

-i .li, - 3 l.i -iness -i.nas, -i.nis 
Almodovar ,ael.ma'dau.va: r , -'dD- 

®-'dou.va:r 
Almon 'asl.man 

almond (A) 'a:.mand® 'a:-, 'a:l-, 'asl- 
-s -z 

Almondbury ael.mand.b'r.i, a:-, d:- 
® 'ael.mandber.i, 'a:-, 'a:l-, -b^- 

Almondsbury 'a:.manc/z.b ;! r.i locally 
also: 'eimz.b 3 r.i® 'a:.manc/z.ber.i, 
'a:l-, -b&- 

almoner 'a: .ma.na r , 'ael- ® 'ael.ma.na^, 

'a:-, 'a:l--s -z 
almonr|y 'a:.man.rli, 'ael- ® 'ael-, 'a:-, 

'a:l- -ies -iz 
almost 'a:l.maust, -mast ® 'a:l.moust, 

'ad- 
alms a:mz 

almsgiv|er 'a:mz.gi.vla r ® -via 1 -ers 

-az®-3 L z-ing-in 
almshou|se a:mz. hauls -ses -ziz 



Alne am 

Alness 'o:l.nis, 'aal- 
Alnmouth 'aeln.mau6, 'eil- 
Alnwick aen.ik 
aloe 'ael.au ®-ou-s -z 
aloe vera l a2l.au'via.ra®-ou'vir.a 
aloft a'lDft®-'la:ft 
aloha a'lau.ha, ael'au-, -ha:, -a® a'lou- 
alone a'laun ® -'loun -ness -nas, -nis 
along a'mn ®-'la:n, -'la:n 
alongside a,lDn 'said ® a'la:n .said, 
-'lairj-, 

Alonso a'lnnr.sau, -'lDn.zau 

® -'lamr.sou, -'lam.zou 
aloof a'lu:f -ness -nas, -nis 
alopecia ,ael.at;'pi:.Ja, '-Ji.a®-a'-, 

-ou'- 
aloud a'laud 

Aloysius ^l.au'ij.as, -'is.i.as 

® ^l.ou'ij-, -'is.i.as, -a'wij.as, -i.as 
alp (A) aelp -s -s 
alpaca ael'paek.a -s -z 
Alpen® 'asl.pan 

alpenglow 'ael.pan.glau ® -glou 
alpenhorn 'asl.pan.hain, -pm- 

® -hairn -s -z 
alpenstock 'ael.pan.stDk, -pm- 

®-sta:k-s-s 
Alperton 'ael.pa.tm ® -pa 1 - 
alpha 'ael. fa -s -z alpha .particle; alpha 

ray: alpha ,rhythm; alpha ,wave 
alphabet ael. fa. bet -s -s 
alphabetic ,ael.fa'bet.ik ® -'bet- 

stress shift: alphabetic 'writing 
alphabetical ,ael.fa'bet .i.kl 3 l ® -'bet- 

-ally- 3 l.i, -li alphabetical 'order, 

alpha betical order 
alphabeticiz|e, -is|e .acl.fo'bct .i.saiz 

® -'bet .a- -es -iz -ing -in -ed -d 
alphabetization, -isa- 

( a3l.fa.bet.ai'zei.J" 3 n® -bet .1'- 
alphabetiz|e, -is|e 'ael.fa.bet.aiz, 

-ba.taiz, -bi- ® -ba.taiz -es -iz -ing 

-in -ed -d 
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Alpha Centauri - Alvescot 



Alveolar 



Alveolar sounds are made with a place of articulation behind 
the upper front teeth, against the hard, bony ridge called the 
alveolar ridge;the skin covering it is corrugated with 
transverse wrinkles. 

Examples for English 

The tongue comes into contact with the alveolar ridge 
in some of the consonants of English and many other 
languages;soundssuch as [t],[d],[s],[z],[n],[l] are 



consonants with alveolar place of articulation. 
Some examples for English follow.e.g.: 

tip /tip/ zip /zip/ 

dip /dip/ nip /nip/ 

sip /sip/ lip /lip/ 

Although /r/ is described as alveolar or post-alveolar 
in British English, in US English it is in fact nearer to 

RETROFLEX,e.g.: 

rip /rip/ [ji?p] ® [j,i?p] 



Alpha Centauri ,asl.fo.sen't3:.ri, 

-ken'-, -'tau- ® -sen'tDir.i 
Alphaeus ael'fh.gs 
alphanumeric l ael.f3.njui , mer.ik 

® -nu:'-, -nju:'- -al - 3 1 -ally- 3 l.i, -li 

stress shift: alphanumeric 'code 
Alphonse ad'fDnrs, '— ® ael'f amfs, 

-'fginfs, '-- 
Alphonso Eel'fDnr.ssu, -'fDn.zgu 

® -'famf.sou, -'fain.zou 
alpine (A) 'si. pain 
alpin|ism 'asl.pi.nli.z'm -ist/s -ist/s 
Alps sips 

Al-Qaida, Al Qaeda .ad'kai.do; 

,2el.ka:'i:.dg® ,a2l'kei.dg, ,ail-; 

,ad'kai.g.dg 
already oil'red.i® oil-, a:l- stress shift: 

, already 'here 
Alresford 'oilz.fad, 'oils-, 'ailz-, 'ails- 

©-fa^d 
alright oil'rait ® oil-, ail- 
Alsace ael'sass, -'zass 
Alsace-Lorraine ae^sass.ror'em, -'zaes 

® -lou'rem, -,seis-, -ls'- 
Alsager 'nil.si.dga 1 , -S9.d3g r , 

9:l'sei.d39 r ® 'oil.sa.dsa", 'a:l-, 

9:l'sei.d33\ ad- 
Alsatia ael'sei.Ja, '-Ji.s 
alsatian (A) ael'sei. J" 3 n -s -z 
also 'gil.sgu cys) 'oil. sou, 'a:l- 
Alsop(p) 'diI.sdp, 'd1-, -sgp® 'od.saip, 

'ad- 
also-ran '9:l.s9u,raen® '9d.sou.ra2n, 

'a:l- -s -z 
Alston '9il.st9n, 'd1-® '9:1-, 'ad- 
alt aslt,o:lt®a;lt,a:lt 
Altai ad'tai 
Altaic acl'tci.ik 

Altair 'ael.te9 r , -'- ® ael'ter, -'taer, -'tair 
altar 'oil.tg 1 , 'd1-® 'oiLta*-, 'ad- -s -z 

altar boy: altar , rail 
altarpiec|e '9d.t9.pi1s, 'd1-® 'oil.Ja 1 -, 

'ad- -es-iz 
AltaVista® ,a2l.t9'vis.tg, ,9d-® ,ad-, 

,ael- 



altazimuth ael'taez.i.mgB -s -s 
Altdorf 'aelt.dgrf ® 'adt.dgrrf, 'a?lt- 
alter '9d.t9 r , 'ol-® 'oil.tas 'ad- -s -z 

-ing -irj -ed -d -able -g.bl -ant/s - 3 nt/s 
alteration ,oil.t 3 r'ei,J a n, ,d1- 

® ,9il.t9'rei-, ,a:l- -s -z 
alterative '9:l.t 3 r.9.tiv, 'd1-, -t 3 r.ei- 

® '9il.t9.rei.tiv, 'ad-, -ta^.9- 
alter|cate '9d.t9l.ke1t, 'd1-® 'giLta 1 -, 

'ad- -cates -keits -eating -kei. tin 

® -kei .t irj -cated -kei .t id ® -kei . t id 
altercation ,9il.t9'kei.f 3 n, ,t>l- 

® pil.ta 1 -'-, ,a:l--s -z 
alter ego ,oil.t9 r 'i:.g9u, ,d1-, ,asl-, 

-'eg.gu® ,9d.t3^'i:.gou, ,a:l--s -z 
alternanc|e 9d't3:.n9nts, 'd1- 

® '9d.t3^:-, 'ail- -es -iz 
alternant 9il't3:.ngnt, d1-® 'gd.t^:-, 

'ail--s -s 

alternate (adj.) 9il't3i.n9t, d1-, -nit 

® 9:l't3<-:-, ail-; 'ail.t 3 1 -, 'ail- -ly -li 

-ness -ngs, -nis 
alternate (v.) '91l.t9l.ne1t, 'd1- 

® 'oil.Ja 1 -, 'ad- -nates -neits -nating 

-nei.tin ® -nei.tin -nated -nei.tid 

®-nei.tid 
alternation ,9il.t9'nei. f 3 n, ,d1- 

® ,9:1. ta 1 '-, ,a:l- -s -z 
alternative 9:l't3:.n9.tiv, d1- 

® 9il't3^:.n9.tiv, ail- -s -z -ly -li 

alternative medicine 
alternator '9il.t9.nei.tg r 

® 'gd.t^.nei.tas 'ad-, 'ael--s -z 
Althea 'ael.Bi.g® ael'eii- 
Althorp '9il.69ip, 'd1-, -trgp 

® '9il.99irp, 'ad- 
Note: Viscount Althorp pronounces 

/'od.trgp/. 
although gd'Qgu ® 9d'6ou, ad- 
Althusser ,asl.tu'seg® ,a:l.tu:'ser 
altimeter 'ael.ti.mii.t9 r , 'oil-, 'd1-; 

ad'tim.i-® ael'tim.g.t^, 

'ael.tg.mi:--s-z 
altimetry ael'tim.i.tri, 9:1-, d1-, '-9- 

® ael'tim.9- 



altissimo ael'tis.i.mau ® -mou, ad- 
altitude 'ad.ti.tjuid, '9:1-, 'd1-, -tju:d 

® '2el.t9.tu1d, -t ju:d -s -z 
Altman 'gdt.mgn® 'gilt-, 'ailt- 
alto 'ael.tgu, 'd1- ® 'ael.tou -s -z 
altogether ,g:l.t9'ged.9 r ®-3s ,a:l- 

stress shift: altogether 'marvellous 
Alton '9il.t 3 n, 'd1-® '9:1-, 'a:l- 
Altona 'a2l.t9u.n9 ® ad'tou- 
Altoona ael'tgu.ng ® -'tu:- 
alto-relievo, alto-rilievo 

^l.tgu.ri'lii.vgu® -tou.rg'lk.vou, 

,oil- 

Altrincham 'od.tnrj.gm, 'd1-® '9:1-, 
'a:l- 

altru|ism 'ael.trul.i.z 3 m -ist/s -ist/s 
altruistic ,a3l.tru'is.tik -ally- 3 l.i, -li 

stress shift: altruistic 'action 
alum (A) 'ael.gm -s -z 
alumina g'lui.mi.ng, ad'u:-, -'lju:- 

® g'lu:- 

aluminium ,ael.ja'mm,i,3m, -ju'-, -9-, 
'-jgm stress shift: aluminium 'foil 

aluminiz|e, -is|e g'ljui.mi.naiz, g'lui- 
® -'lu:- -es -iz -ing -irj -ed -d 

aluminous g'lui.mi.ngs, -'lju:- ® -'lui- 

aluminum 9'lu:.mi.n9m, -'lju:-®-'lu:- 

alumn|a g'Um.nb -ae -i: 

alumn|us g'Lvm.nlgs -i -ai 

Alun 'asl.m 

Alva 'ael.vg 

Alvar 'asl.va: 1 , -vg r ® -va:r, -va 1 
Alvarez ael'va:.rez; 'asl.vg- 

® '2el.v9.rez; 'a:l.va:.re0 
Alvary 'ael.v 3 r.i 

alveolar ,ael.vi'9u.l9 r ; sel'vh.g-; 'ael.vi- 

® sel'vii.a.la 1 -s -z 
alveolate asl'vii. 3,1st, -lit, -leit ® -lit 
alveole 'ael.vi.gul®-oul -s -z 
alveol|us ( ael.vi'9u.ll9s; ael'vi:.9-; 

'3el.vi.g-®ael'vi:.g--i -ai, -i: 
Alverstone 9:l.v9.st 3 n, d1- 

® 'gd.va*-, 'a:l- 
Alvescot 'a2l.v1.skDt, -skgt locally: 

'9:l.sk9t®-ska:t 
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Alveston - amenitjy 



Alveston 'ael.vi.stan 
Alvey 'ael.vi 
Alvin 'ael.vm 
alway 'oil.wei, 'cnl- 
always 'ail.weiz, -waz, -wiz® 'oil-, 
'ail- 

Alwyn 'ael.wm, 'd:1- 
Alyn 'ael.m, -an 
Alyson 'ael.i.san 
Alyssa ael'is.a 
alyssum 'ael.i.sam 
Alzheimer 'aelts.hai.ma 1 

® 'cults. hai. mas 'aelts- 'Alzheimer's 

disease 
a.m., AM ,ei'em 

am strong form: aem weak forms: am, m 

Note: Weak form word. The strong 
form /aem/ is used for emphasis (e.g. 
'I am going to leave.'), for contrast 
(e.g. 'I know what I am and am not 
capable of.') and in final position 
(e.g. 'That's who I am.'). The weak 
form is usually /am/ (e.g. 'How am I 
going to pay?' / , hau . am . ai , g au . in . 
ta'pei ® -gou.in.ta'-/), but after T 
/ai/ it is frequently shortened to Iml 
(e.g. T am (I'm) here' /aim'hia r 
® aim'hir/). 

AMA ,ei.em'ei 

Amabel 'aem.a.bel 

Amadeus .acm.a'dci.as 
i® ( ai.ma'dei.us, -as 

Amadis 'aem.a.dis 

amadou Eem.a.dui 

amah 'a:. ma, 'aem.ai ® 'ai.mai -s -z 

Amahl 'aem.ail® a'mail 

amain o'mem 

Amalekite a'mael.a.kait, '-i- 

® ( aem.a'lek.ait; a'mael.a.kait -s -s 

Amalfi a'mael.fi, aem'ael- ® a'mael-, 
-'mail 

amalgam a'mael.gam -s -z 

amalgamate a'mael.gal .meit -mates 
-meits -mating -mei.tin ® -mei.tin 
-mated -mei.tid®-mei.tid 

amalgamation a^ael.ga'mei.J^n -s -z 

amalgamative a'macl.ga.mo.tiv 
®-tiv 

Amalia a'mai.li.a, aem'ai-® a'meil.ja 

Amalth(a)ea ,aem.al'0ii.a 

Aman 'aem. an® 'ei.man 

Amanda a'maen.da 

amandine a'maen.dam; ( ai.man'diin 

® ( ai.man'diin, ( aem.an'- 
Amantia a'maen./i.a 
amanuens|is a,maen.ju'enf.slis -es -iiz 
Amara o'mai.ro 

amaranth 'aem. 3 r.aent0®-a.raenr0 
-s -s 

amaranthine 1 aem. s r'esnt.8am 

® -a'raenf .0m, -0iin, -9am 
amaretto (A) ,aem. 3 r'et.au® -a'ret .ou 



Amarillo l aem. 3 r'il.au®-a'nl.ou 
amaryllis(A) ,aem. 3 r'il.is®-a'ril- 

-es -iz 
Amasis o'mci.sis 
amass a'maes -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t 
amateur 'aem.a.ta 1 , -t3i r , -tjua r , -tja r , 

-tja r ; ,aem.a't3i r ® 'aem.a.tjas 

-t fur, -t 3-, -ta>i -s -z amateur 

dramatics 
Note: The final British form is not used 

attributively 
amateurish 'aem.a.t 3 r.if, -t3i.nf, 

-tjua-.-tjo:-, -tj 3 r.ij, -tj 3 r- 

® ^m.a'taM.iJ", -'tjur-, -'tjur--ly -li 

-ness -nas, -nis 
amateurism 'aem.a.t 3 r.i.z 3 m, -tat.n-, 

-tjua-, -tjoi-, -tj 3 r.i-, -t/ 3 r- 

® 'aem.a.tja 1 -.!-, -t Ju.ri-, -t3"-.i- 
Amati a'mai .ti, aem'ai- ® -ti -s -z 
amatol 'aem.a.tDl®-tail 
amatory 'aem.a.t 3 r.i®-toir- 
amaurosis ,32m. ai'rau. sis ®-'rou- 
amaz|e a'meiz -es -iz -ed -d -edly -id. li 

-edness -id.nas, -nis -ement/s 

-mant/s 
amazing a'mei.zin -ly -li 
amazon(A) 'aem.a.z 3 n®-zain-s -z 
Amazonia ,aem.a'zau.ni.a®-'zou- 
amazonian (A) ,aem.a'zau.ni.an 

®-'zou- 
amazonite 'aem.a.za.nait -s -s 
ambassador aem'baes.a.da r ® -d* -s -z 
ambassadorial aem.baes.a'dai.ri.al, 

,aem.baes- 
ambassadress aem'baes.a.dras, -dns, 

-dres ® -dras -es -iz 
Ambato aim'bai .tau, aem- ® -tou 
amber (A) 'aem.ba 1 ®^^ 
ambergris 'aem.ba.griis, -ba^.gns 
amberjack 'aem.ba.dsaek®^^-^^ 
ambi- aem.bi-, aem.bi-; aem'bi- 
Note: Prefix. Normally either takes 

primary or secondary stress on the 

first syllable, e.g. ambient 

/'aem.bi. ant/, ambidextrous 

/,aem.bi'dek.stras/, or primary 

stress on the second syllable, e.g. 

ambivalence /aem'biv. 3 l.ants/. 
ambianc|e 'aem.bi. ants, -dints 

® 'aem.bi. ants, ^im.bi'ainfs -es -iz 
ambidexter l aem.bi'dek.sta r ®-sta t 

-s-z 

ambidexterity .aem.bi.dek'ster.a.ti, 

-i.ti®-a.ti 
ambidextrous ,aem.bi'dek.stras 
ambienc|e 'aem.bi. ants, -flints 

® 'aem.bi. ants, ^im.bi'oinfs -es -iz 
ambient aem.bi. ant 
ambiguit|y ,aem.bi'gjui.a.tli, -i.tli 

® -ba'gjui.a.t li -ies -iz 
ambiguous aem'big.ju.as -ly -li -ness 

-nas, -nis 



Ambiorix aem'bai.a.nks ® -asiks, 

-ou.nks 
ambit 'aem. bit -s -s 
ambition aem'bij\ 3 n -s -z 
ambitious aem'bij.as -ly -li -ness -nas, 

-nis 

ambivalence aem'biv. 3 l.anl fs -t/ly -t/li 
ambl|e (A) 'aem.bi -es -z -ing -in, 

'aem.blirj -ed -d -er/s -a r /z, '-bla r /z 

® l -bl.3 t /z, '-bla^/z 
Ambler 'aem.bla r , '-bl.a r ® '-bias 

'-b\.& 

Ambleside aem.bi. said 

amboyna (A) aem'bai.na 

Ambree 'aem.bri 

Ambridge 'aem.bnd3 

Ambrose 'aem.brauz, -braus®-brouz 

ambrosi|a aem'brau.zil.a, -3b 

® -'brou.3la -al -al -ally -an -an 
Ambrosius aem'brau.zi.as, -33s 

®-'brou.3as 
ambsace 'eim.zeis, 'aem- 
ambulance 'aem.bja.lants, -bju.lants, 

-ba- -s -iz -man -maen -men -men 

-woman -,wum.an -women -,wim.m 
ambulance-chaser 

'aem.bja.lanfs ( tjei.sa r , -bju-®-sa- 

-s -z 

ambulant 'aem.bja.lant, -bju.lant 
ambu|late 'aem.bjal .leit, -bju- -lates 

-leits -lating -lei. tin ® -lei. tin 

-lated -lei . t id ® -lei . t id 
ambulation ,aem.bja'lei.J 3 n, -bju'- 

-s -z 

ambulator|y ,aem.bja'lei.t 3 rl.i, -bju-; 

'aem.bja.la-, -bju- 

® 'aem.bja.la.toir-, -bju- -ies -iz 
ambuscad|e ,aem.ba'skeid -es -z -ing 

-in -ed -id 
ambush 'aem.buf -es -iz -ing -in -ed -t 
ameb|a a'mii.bla -as -az -ae -ii -ic-ik 
Amelia a'mii.li.a®-'miil.ja, -'mii.li.a 
amelior|ate a'mii.li. 3 rl.eit 

® -'mii.li.a.rleit, -'miil.ja- -ates 

-eits -ating -ei.tm ®-ei.tin -ated 

-ei.tid®-ei.tid 
amelioration a,mii.li. 3 r'ei. f 3 n 

® -,mii.li.a'rei-, -,miil.ja'- -s -z 
ameliorative a'mii.li. 3 r. a. tiv, -ei- 

®-'mii.li.a.rei.tiv, -'miil.ja- 
amen ,ai'men, ,ei- -s -z 
amenability a,mii.na'bil.a.ti, -i.ti 

®-a.ti 

amenabjle a'mii.na.btl ® -'mii.na-, 
-'men. a- -ly -li -leness -l.nas, -nis 
Amen Corner ,ei.men'kai.na r 

®-'kor.na^ 
amend a mend -s -z -ing -in -ed -id 
amendatory a'men.da.t 3 r.i ® -tai.ri 
amendment a'mend.mant -s -s 
amenit|y a'mii.na.tli, -'men. a-, -i.tli 
® a'men.a. t li -ies -iz 
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